1 Samuel 14:1~23, The marks of true faith &'4/ 14:1~23, & 2/59/ H

As Paul famously said in 2 Corinthians 5:7, we as Christians live by faith, not by sight. Living by faith is the
key life principle for all Christians. Then the question is... What does it actually mean to live by faith?

Frankly speaking, there are times when we have a vague understanding of it. I’'m going to talk about two of
the most common examples. Example 1: “Christian faith” is often understood as a means to get what I want.
So people might say, “If I just have enough faith, God will bless me with what I want. So if [ want a better
job with a higher income, and if I just have enough faith, God will give it to me.”

Example 2: Others think living by faith is all about doing religious things. As long as I go to church on
Sundays, give some money in the offering, and have my name on a church membership list—then that’s
what it means to live by faith.

But is this truly the way of living by faith? What does it really mean to live by faith? Well, I believe
Jonathan, from today’s passage, provides a great example of living by faith. So, based on Jonathan’s
example, we are going to explore the following three aspects of real faith.

1. Real faith has content. Real faith isn’t about believing in a vague idea—it has clear, defined content.
2. Real faith is a faith that goes against all odds. In other words, it is a faith that transcends our
circumstances and reasoning.

3. Real faith results in active action!
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1. Faith has content.

If we take a moment to look at the context of today’s passage, we saw in the previous chapter that Israel was
in serious trouble. As David shared with us last week, the Israelites were massively outnumbered—the
enemy had thousands of chariots, horses, and soldiers, all equipped with far superior weapons. On the other
hand, Israel didn’t even have proper weapons & the situation looked absolutely hopeless. For this reasons,
the Israelite soldiers were deeply discouraged, and many of them had even run off to hide from the enemy.

In the face of this difficult challenge, what really stands out in today’s passage is the contrast between
Jonathan and his father, Saul. I want to describe this contrast as the difference between counterfeit faith and
real faith:

Take Saul, for example. On the surface, he seems religious—it looks like he is honouring God, seeking
God’s help. But when trouble hits, he remains passive, which is a good indication that his faith is rather
superficial.

Jonathan, on the other hand, shows us what real, faith looks like. And when we take a closer look at his
response, the first thing we see is that his faith had content—it wasn’t vague or abstract. His faith in God
was grounded in a specific understanding of who God is.

And we see a good example in verse 6. “““Come, let us go over to the garrison of these uncircumcised. It
may be that the LORD will work for us, for nothing can hinder the LORD from saving by many or by few.”
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3
When Jonathan says “It may be that the Lord will work for us”. This almost sounds like, he was not sure if
the Lord would help him. But he is not saying “may be” as an indication of his doubt and uncertainty. But
this is to indicate his greater anticipation of God. He is like saying, “Since God is so Great and I am so
small, I cannot fully comprehend God and therefore there is a lot, I don’t know about God’s plan. But who
knows? God may do greater things that go beyond my thoughts and expectations!”

And we learn that his anticipation is grounded on the conviction that, God alone is able to save. So if we
again look at the end of verse 6, he says, "Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving by many or by few."
Here we see the clear content of his faith: He believed that God alone is almighty. He believed that God
alone is able to save. He believed that salvation is not something people can achieve on their own, but
entirely depends on God, who alone is powerful and gracious.

So, here, the first important mark of a real faith is that it must have content. A genuine faith must begin with
a clear understanding of who God is.

While we claim to have faith in God, there are times when our faith is vague and unclear, aren’t there? For
example, sometimes we think that having faith in God is simply about believing in His existence. At other
times, we believe in a version of God that is shaped by our own desires and needs.

But I want to point out how misguided and potentially dangerous this kind of faith can be. For example, in
2011, when I was in Sydney, a controversial advertisement appeared on large billboards and buses across the
city. It was posted by an Islamic group and read: “Jesus, a prophet of Islam.”
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4
I was surprised to learn that they, too, believe in the existence of Jesus. But here’s the catch: They deny that
Jesus is God—claiming He was merely one of the prophets.

We see this pattern in many other cult groups as well. While they acknowledge the existence of Jesus, they
deny His deity. In doing so, they essentially believe in a version of God shaped by their own desires and
thoughts. Can we say they have genuine faith in God? The answer is, clearly, no.

Paul writes in Romans 10:17: “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the Word of Christ.” This
tells us that genuine faith must begin with hearing the Word of God—it must be rooted in truth. In other
words, true faith starts with understanding and accepting the message of Christ. There must be a clear and
accurate content to our faith. Without it, what people call “faith” may actually be belief in a god of their own
making.

So, I really hope that this could be an opportunity to examine our faith. What is the content of your faith?
What does it actually mean for you to have faith in God? And is that faith based on your imagination and
thoughts, or is it based on the Word of God alone?

2. Faith That Goes Against All Odds

Another important aspect of Jonathan’s faith is that it goes against all odds. It is a faith that goes beyond our
circumstances and reason. When Jonathan believed that God alone is powerful to save, we see his bold plan
and actions to fight against the enemy. This was a courageous move that defied all the odds and challenges
he was facing.
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5
In specific, as I mentioned earlier, the Israelites were greatly outnumbered, and the enemy was equipped
with far better weapons. The fact that many of the Israelite soldiers ran away to hide from the enemy reflects
the hopeless situation they were in.

Another stunning detail we see in today’s passage is that, as shown in verse 17, Saul and his 600 men had no
idea Jonathan had slipped away from the camp. How could over 600 men be completely unaware that they
were missing Jonathan, the king’s own son? One commentator suggests this shows just how discouraged
and defeated they were—that they couldn’t even post proper guards while at war.

Like in this example, when such trouble overwhelms us, our natural tendency is to panic, lose hope, become
pessimistic, and give up. But unlike others, Jonatha was not swept up in the panic. His faith, however, goes
beyond this difficult situation.

You know, I personally think this really gives us a chance to reflect on what it means to live a life of faith in
this world. Living in a broken world means that living a life of faith isn’t always going to be easy. It’s not
like once we decide to follow Jesus and live by faith, everything is just going to magically fall into place. In
fact, 2 Timothy 3:12 tells us that anyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
This means there will be challenges when we try to live by faith. And when we face such challenges, the
temptation is often to compromise our faith and simply go with the flow.

But I hope Jonathan’s example of faith can give us a valuable lesson on what it means to live by faith.
Despite the serious trouble he faced from the enemy, his was a faith that defied the enemy’s threat—one that
could have otherwise swamped him with panic and caused him to lose confidence in the Lord.
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3. Faith results in action.

Lastly, we learn that genuine faith leads us to take proactive action. As mentioned earlier, one of the
interesting features we see in today’s passage is the contrast it draws between Saul and Jonathan. And we
really see a contrast between the spiritual apathy of Saul and the faith-driven action of Jonathan.

If we look at Saul, for example, he seems almost religious, and it appears he’s honouring God by seeking his
help. When you look at verses 2~3 for example, while Saul was staying in the outskirts of Gibeah, it
mentions a priest, whose name was Ahijah. And it tells us that, he was wearing an ephod. This means he was
performing religious duties as a priest. He could particularly mean that they were seeking the Lord’s will in
the midst of their trouble. So this almost seems godly, as they seek God’s help and his will, in the trouble.

However, when we learn who Ahijah was, it becomes clear that this is an example of superficial, formalistic
faith. Ahijah was the great-grandson of Eli, and Eli’s family had been marked by corruption and God’s
judgment. Their lineage had been rejected and cursed by the Lord. The fact that Saul was relying on Ahijah’s
advice shows that he had a form of godliness—appearing religious—but it was superficial faith. It was
merely outward and ritualistic. As a result, when real trouble came, he was overwhelmed by fear and
remained passive.

In contrast to Saul’s passive and superficial faith, Jonathan’s trust in God leads to bold and decisive action.
His faith is not just a formality—it moves him to take initiative and rely on God’s power in the face of
danger.
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7
In verses 8—10, we see that Jonathan first seeks to discern the will of the Lord—whether it is the right time
to engage the enemy. He reveals himself to the Philistines, and if they invite him to come up and fight, he
takes it as a sign that the Lord will help Israel.

As the passage continues, the enemy does indeed invite them to fight. Once Jonathan discerns that it is the
right moment to attack, it’s striking to see what he declares at the end of verse 12: “The Lord has given them
into the hand of Israel.” He uses a perfect verb form, indicating a completed action—this highlights his
absolute certainty in God’s victory.

Again, we see the content of Jonathan’s faith. He is fully assured that God will save Israel, and this
conviction leads him to take bold initiative and courageously engage the enemy. This really shows us that
genuine faith always leads to action.

There are times when we use “living by faith” as an excuse for laziness, aren’t there? Sometimes, we treat it
as a way to escape from reality and avoid our responsibilities.

When I was reading David Bosch’s book Spirituality of the Road, he points out the example of prayer. He
writes, “When we have had a serious problem, we often say, ‘I have prayed about it and now I leave it in
God’s hand.’ This appears to be very godly and submissive, but it may in fact be just a cover-up for our
unwillingness to face realities.”
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What he is basically saying is that we claim to be leaving it to God, not because we’re truly trusting Him,
but because we don’t want to deal with the hard reality in front of us or take a bold step forward. It feels
spiritual—but it can actually be a form of passivity.

However, from Jonathan’s example, we learn that living by faith does not mean running away from our
responsibilities. Instead, we need to actively seek ways to live out what we believe.

Example 1: When we believe that Jesus will return to judge the living and the dead, and that there is hope in
the next life—eternal life with Jesus—how should this belief shape the way we live? While many people are
consumed by material things, our faith can lead us not to be obsessed with or love the things of this world,
but instead to live in preparation for the future to come.

Example 2: As God’s Word tells us in Acts 20:35, when we know and believe that it is more blessed to give
than to receive—and that the Lord sees and rewards all our good works—how should this belief shape the
way we live? It should lead us to use our wealth and resources not for greed or selfish desires, but to love
and serve others.

James 2:17 tells us that “faith without works is dead.” I hope and pray that today’s message serves as a
powerful reminder of this truth: genuine faith in the Word of God will always guide us to produce a life of
faithful action as its fruit.
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The result of Jonathan’s faith.
Lastly, we see the result of Jonathan’s faith in verse 23: “So the Lord saved Israel that day.” The clear
outcome of his bold faith was that Israel was once again delivered by the hand of the Lord.

We also see how God brought greater salvation through Jesus. Just like Israel, while we are completely
helpless in the face of our greatest enemy—sin and death—it is by faith alone in Jesus that God delivers us
from this powerful enemy.

So, I hope that this could be an opportunity for us to examine our faith in the Lord, based on the example of
Jonathan’s faith.

Firstly, we saw that Jonathan’s faith had content, grounded in the truth that God alone is gracious and
mighty to save. Just like Jonathan’s example, is your faith rooted in the understanding of who God is? That
is, do you see Jesus as the Son of God, sent to this world to reveal God’s grace and truth? Do you recognise
Him as our ONLY Lord and Saviour, who sacrificed His life on the cross for the sins of His people?

Secondly, we saw that Jonathan’s faith was a faith that went beyond all trouble and difficult circumstances.
Just like this example, does your faith go beyond all your troubles? While it may seem like there is no hope
in this broken world, and the guilt and shame of our sin mount up, do you believe that God alone is able to

save, even when we seem completely helpless?

Thirdly, just as Jonathan’s faith resulted in bold action, does your faith lead you to actively listen to and
follow the teaching of Jesus?
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Based on these essential marks of faith, I hope this encourages us to examine our own faith in the Lord. And

the more we are assured of the faith we have, the more we are humbled and moved to give thanks to God—
for this faith is not from ourselves, but as Paul says in Ephesians 2:8, it is a gracious gift from God.
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