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A Challenge about Thoughtlessness Hi2d Sl S0 st & & (D& 11:17-34)

The Telling Treatment of those who ‘Have-Not’

There is no other gathering of people in the world like the church belonging to Christ.

There are social organisations of middle & upper class business people. There are clubs that
meet with common sporting or leisure interests.There are volunteer groups that come together for
charitable causes. But there are none like local church who meet in the name of Christ.

Where else would you find a people who call ourselves family with such diverse social, ethnic &
economic backgrounds? The great empowerment we have as those redeemed & transformed by
Christ is to love God & love one another. When that is obvious among a community it's to God’s
glory & the honour & flourishing of the church. When we falil, it is to God’s dishonour & the shame
& decay of the church

Flourishing or failing depends on the degree to which we are centred on Christ & His
grace...When we are Christ-centred, we will show it by the way we love Him ... & the way we treat
others...When we aren’t Christ-centred, we will show it by the way we lack love for Him ... & the
way we mistreat or even simply disregard others.

One of the wisest things | remember my late brother telling me was this, “You can tell a lot about
the character of someone by the way they treat those who the world thinks don’t matter, especially
when no one is watching.”

It can be easy to assume we’re ‘Christ-centred’ but a question for each of us that comes from the
passage to help expose the degree to which we are Christ-centred is this, “How am | regarding
those with whom | may not have any ‘natural’ connection?”
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The world & our selfish default influences drive us to unity in our likes, our language, our level of
income...But if we’re truly Christ-centred, we will have genuine love for all — that especially
shows itself in the way we treat those who aren’t able to ‘repay’ us...those who test our
motive...those who show up the degree of grace that has taken hold of our hearts.

For the first century Corinthian church, we’ve already seen the challenge about divisions in
chapter 1. That was based around their worldly regard for leaders. Here, in this passage, we see
it's based on their social status...because a group of them were status-centred....those with a
lower worldly status were being mistreated...of all places, at the Lord’s Supper.

Paul begins with the problem, then spends the remainder of the passage giving the Christ-centred
reminder of the original Lord’s Supper & then application of it for correction.

The Problem (17-22)

v17, ‘(But) in the following instructions | do not commend you, because when you come together it
is not for the better but for the worse. For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, |
hear that there are divisions among you. And | believe it in part (the footnote, ‘I believe a certain
report.’).’

When Paul says that he does not commend or praise them....it's an understated way of saying
that “what they’re doing is fitting of the opposite” — disapproval, criticism, rebuke.

The certain report that Paul has heard — possibly again from Chloe’s household, he believes. The
report is that when they come together, there are divisions.
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These factions must happen, Paul says v19 ‘in order that those who are genuine among you may
be recognised.’ The word translated ‘genuine’ can also mean ‘elite’ or ‘approved.” When we
understand that — particularly with what Paul goes onto say, we can see that he’s being
sarcastic... The sense of what Paul is saying is that the factions were necessarily dividing them —
to reveal the so called elite or approved...

Now, he details the problem, v20 ‘When you come together, it is not the Lord’s supper that you
eat. For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk.
What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and
humiliate those who have nothing? What shall | say to you? Shall | commend you in this? No, | will
not.’

What we see here is that the Corinthians were coming together with a view to celebrating the
Lord’s supper...but because of the thoughtlessness of some we could call ‘those who have’
towards the other group, ‘those who have not’ ... it was not at all representative of the Lord’s
supper.

The elites — those who had means were the wealthy ones. They had more freedom to arrive to
the host house whenever they wanted — unlike the late arriving members who had to work for
various masters. The venue would have been a large home belonging to one of the wealthy
members...in close ‘natural’ relationship with others of a similar social class. These members
were making a mockery of the supper by their self-indulgence & thoughtlessness...even to the
point of getting drunk.
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All this was happening at the expense of the poor — the group who had nothing — Their
thoughtlessness resulted in such poor treatment as to despise & shame the ‘have-nots.’

Of all the places for this to have occurred, it was in the setting that was intended to be for the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. While there’s no obvious ungodly thoughtlessness at our own
celebrations of the Lord’s Supper...... that’s not to say that we’re free from the problem of
thoughtlessness towards others.

While we enjoy diversity of numerous nations....in an affluent part of Melbourne....we do well
regularly to ask “Am | favouring some over others because of what | might gain? Am |
disregarding others because of what | might lose (energy, time, money) ?” We won’t change by
trying to be thoughtful....we can only change by remembering our Lord

Christ-Centred Reminder for Correction (23-26)

v23, ‘For | received from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night
when He was betrayed took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said, “This is
my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me. In the same way also he took the cup,
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.”

Though there are the accounts of the Lord’s Supper in Matt, Mark & Luke....here, Paul says that
the Lord Himself gave Him these words. That means, Jesus communicated this last supper
account from His risen & glorified state.
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In the first Lord’s Supper the Lord was completely selfless & sacrificial to the benefit of others...In
this, the so-called Corinthian Lord’s Supper — the ‘haves’ were being thoughtlessly indulgent &
greedy to the harm of others.

Paul reminds them of the grace of the Lord Jesus at the original Lord’s Supper....to correct the
gracelessness at their own suppers ~ 20 years after the first. Jesus said that they were to eat &
drink ‘in remembrance’ of Him....in remembering, the Lord’s intent was that they would be
corrected by His grace.

Since their gatherings had turned into loveless feasts....not fit to be called the Lord’s supper. It
was the ‘Lord’s Supper’ in name only. Along with recalling Jesus’ own selflessness on view in the
last supper, the Corinthians were to remember the point of the sacred meal....

v26, ‘(For) as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.’

Participation was for the purpose of ‘proclamation.” That word conveys the sense of a solemn
announcement.

The Lord’s Supper is a means of grace — that is, a particular way of reminding & strengthening
believers by partaking in the elements — in that, we proclaim to one another the greatest selfless
act of all time — Jesus giving of Himself for us.

Can you see how tragically ironic it had become for the Corinthians? The meal that was intended
to proclaim the ultimate giving had degenerated to be nothing but an exercise in taking. That’s
why Paul warns them at the start of the final section, by way of a Christ-centred application
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Christ-Centred Application for Correction (27-34)
v27, ‘Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will
be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, and so
eat of the bread and drink of the cup.’

The conclusion in light of the original Lord’s Supper is that the elite, ‘approved’ or so called
‘genuine’ group were eating in an ‘unworthy manner.” Their practice was completely unacceptable
— patrticularly considering the occasion. In doing that, they had brought guilt upon themselves
concerning the body & blood of the Lord.

To prevent such appalling practice & ongoing guilt — after calling them to remember Christ’s
sacrifice, Paul commands them to examine themselves....that is, to consider the state of their own
hearts with a view then to take the Lord’s Supper in a worthy manner.

At this point many followers of Christ misunderstand the application.
At one extreme, you might find some who think, ‘well I'll never be worthy, so better not to take the
Lord’s supper.’

But the issue is not to examine & cleanse ourselves to make ourselves worthy to receive—the
whole point of the gospel & the Lord’s Supper is that it's for unworthy sinners.

That’s why Christ died — so that by His merits the unworthy would receive eternal right-standing
before God. It's to examine & repent of sin so that we would partake of the Supper in a worthy
manner
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Paul clarifies by explaining what he means by an ‘unworthy manner’ v29, ‘For anyone who eats
and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgement on himself.’

Receiving the bread & cup in an unworthy manner was to receive it ‘without discerning the body.’
But what does Paul mean by ‘the body’? In 10:16 Paul spoke of the bread as a participation in the
‘body of Christ’. In 10:17 he called the church, ‘the body.’

In the context here, Paul has been speaking about both the body of Christ given — represented
by the bread....& the body of believers who were coming together for the so-called ‘Lord’s
Supper.’ The fact was that because the elite hadn’t discerned the body of Christ in the
meal....they’d become completely thoughtless & undiscerning about the body of believers.
Their lack of discernment, lead to a dreadful consequence...

v30, ‘That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died.’

While it's possible that Paul is saying the Lord had brought a direct judgement of sickness & death
...... more likely given the thoughtlessness resulting in the ‘have-nots’ going hungry — Paul
means that the reason that some had become sick, weak & had died is because of
malnourishment. This is made all the more likely given Bruce Winter’s research that indicates the
‘present distress’ Paul wrote about in 7:26 was a famine that was impacting Corinth at that time. It
also fits the context better.

The guilt & coming judgement of the Lord was on the elites. The correction, says Paul involved
v31, judging oneself truly... in order to avoid God’s judgement. It relates to the self-examination
necessity before right receiving of the supper...discerningly....thoughtfully.
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There’s also hope knowing that in Christ, as v32 says, that any judgement from the Lord is for our
discipline so that we won’t be condemned along with the unbelieving world.

The final practical, Christ-centred point of application is v33, ‘So then, my brothers, when you
come together to eat, wait for one another — if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home — so that
when you come together it will not be for judgement.....’

The phrase, ‘wait for one another’ can also be translated as ‘wait upon.’ In other words, the Christ-
centred action was to serve the ‘have-nots.” That also fits better with the meditation on our Lord’s
words at the last supper...who gave His body & shed His blood for our redemption.

The problem was thoughtlessness that resulted in selfishness that resulted in hunger & death.
The solution was to remember the self-giving grace of Christ that resulted in spiritual satisfaction &
life & to apply it by self-examination & Christ-like service.

It brings us back to the question, ‘How do | regard those who present a challenge for me to get to
know?’ ‘Are there some whom | practically regard as not worth the effort?’

It is to God'’s glory that CPC is so diverse...... while there is a certain kind of understandable
reasonable & natural division that forms along the lines of language...It's tempting to withdraw to
the point of having little to no regard for those who are different.

To have exclusive association with those who are like me.... who have something that will
contribute to my happiness...or at the very least...who don’t present a challenge to my comfort
zone... Matthew 5:47, “if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do
not even the Gentiles do the same?”
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The Reqgard that only Grows by Grace
What hope is there in the challenge of thoughtlessness? Much....but only when we recognise the

default tendency to think less of those who might cost us something to welcome & love. Being
centred on Christ is the only solution to our selfishness

As we remember the regard Christ first had for us...... As we apply His grace in the way we treat
others.... Such regard for others can only happen & grow by grace...1 John 4:19 ‘We love

because He first loved us.’
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