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God’s Grace to Israel in Eqypt OH=Z20IA OlA IS &6t GILIE 2l 23 (F 46:1-34)

Trusting God in the Unknown

After 22 years the Lord through Joseph had finally exposed his brothers’ sin. After Judah’s
confession, Joseph'’s forgiveness enabled reconciliation in Egypt. The greater story to which it
points is Jesus Christ & the grace of God to expose our own sin to bring us to the end of
ourselves to receive His forgiving, reconciling, saving grace.

At the end of chapter 45 Jacob’s sons told him all that Joseph had said & when Jacob saw the
distinctly Egyptian wagons....he said, “It is enough; Joseph my son is still alive. | will go and see
him before | die.” Now the focus of chapter 46 switches to Jacob we see increasingly called
‘Israel’ ....to show God’s grace to Israel the father & Israel the family in Egypt.

We can’t overestimate how daunting the move from Canaan to Egypt would have been for the
man, Israel. At 130 years of age...the discovery that Joseph was alive & ruling the land of Egypt
— brought a great shock — ‘his heart became numb.” Not only did he suddenly have to process
the sin of his sons, but also the startling joy that Joseph was alive.

Joseph'’s call to Egypt, though life-saving — was also a great unknown for his father. We see
Israel respond in faith.....& God’s great faithfulness to His gracious covenant unfold. Israel the
man ..... Israel the family experience God’s grace that came by faith in trusting the unknown
future to God.
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That'’s the point for each of us...though we have fears...as we trust Him...it's then that we

particularly experience His grace. At times our response to fearing the unknown..... can be to
lose focus .... By setting our hearts on earthly things when that happens, our practical
experience of God’s grace becomes lost .... Our spiritual joy & fervour dries up ....

Are you drawing near to the Lord in the great unknown of what lies ahead....or are the fears of
the present & future beginning to consume you to the point where life is starting to come apart?
Well....in many ways we’re a mix of both ...... at times we draw near in humble trust....at other
times our fears become overwhelming & we withdraw from the Lord in prayer & devotion.

The Word is grace to us that trusting God with our earthly future is to glorify Him & to taste &
see that He is good.The prospect of a move to Egypt for Israel with its uncertainty was the
occasion for his movement towards God......

Grace in Fear (1-4)

v1, ‘Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to
the God of his father Isaac. '[MAP]

Beersheba first comes up in Genesis 21...in the context of a covenant that Abraham & a
regional king called Abimelech made to establish peace. Abraham owned a well in that spot...&
Abimelech’s servants had seized it from him...so from then on it became known as

Beersheba.. literally ‘well of the oath’.
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In Genesis 22, after God tested Abraham as to whether he was willing to give up Isaac...& he proved

faithful...the Lord repeated his promises & Abraham returned to Beersheba to live for a time. Then in
Genesis 26....at that time there was also a famine....& the Lord told Isaac not to go down to Egypt...later
in the chapter we read that he went to Beersheba where the Lord appeared to him & repeated His
covenant promises to bless him & multiply his offspring. Beersheba was a special place associated
with God’s promises ...

The fact that Jacob began his journey by stopping & offering sacrifices that would have been thank
offerings to God....shows the events had humbled him to turn again to the Lord....to seek His will &
receive His gracious guidance. It shows he also believed the promises of God to his father &
grandfather...from that came the added grace of the Lord’s revelation...

v2, ‘And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, “Here | am.”
Then he said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there | will
make you into a great nation. | myself will go down with you to Egypt, and | will also bring you up again
and Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.”

For God to have instructed Jacob not to be afraid...shows that he was very afraid to go to Egypt. Notice
the reasons God gives — that Egypt would be the place where He would make him into a great
nation....that He would be with him....that Joseph would close his eyes.
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Sinclair Ferguson, “God meets with him and says to him, ‘Jacob, don’t be afraid’.

Heisa .... weak 130 year old .... A poor, stumbling believer and God comes and says to him,
‘don’t be afraid”....

There are many true Christian believers who are a mass of fears — you wouldn’t think so it to
look at their faces or in conversation .... but they are a mass of fears. For me simply to say,
‘don’t be afraid '.... is a counsel of despair to someone gripped by fears. That’'s not simply what
God says, but God says in essence to Jacob, ‘don’t be afraid for | am God and you have more
reasons not to fear than you have reasons to fear.’

God calls us to turn to His word for the grace of faith that puts our fears to flight. “I am with
you....to the very end of the age”

Grace in Covenant Faithfulness (5-27)

In the next section from v5-27 we read that Jacob set out from Beersheba to Egypt.

This middle part of the chapter details the names of Jacob’s descendants his children & their
children to underscore the fact that God’s covenant word to multiply Abraham’s/Isaac’s &
Israel’s descendants was unfolding.

But at the end of that section...we read v27 that ‘the sons of Joseph, who were born to him in
Egypt were two. All the persons of the house of Jacob who came into Egypt were seventy.’
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Back in Genesis 10 there’s a detailed list of 70 nations descended from Noah. In Genesis 11 we

read about those people as they tried to make a name for themselves — as they repeated the
pattern of sin in trying to set up their own kingdom against God. God’s curse of judgement fell
on the nations at the time of the Tower of Babel.

Just after that, in Genesis 12, God called Abram & gave him the promise of becoming a great
nation — that now — are being fulfilled through Abraham’s grandson, Israel. At this we’re to
marvel at God’s faithfulness .... He is trustworthy .... You don’t need ‘great faith’ .... Simply to
see the way that the Lord was fulfilling His covenant to Israel in the new nation....& to believe.
Through all the trials, traumas & triumphs of Israel’s long life....God had been working out His
covenant blessings

The Lord does the same no less for all His people — for those who trust Jesus as Lord &
Saviour. He receives glory as we trust Him .... particularly when the struggles of life might seem
set to break us ... when the present seems dark & the coming days uncertain....He reminds us
that He is working out His purposes & nothing will thwart them! We’re all in danger — in the face
of fears all around & within .... of shifting our focus from the Lord & His faithfulness .... to
ourselves & any number of earthly supports that claim to be the answer...

Grace to Israel in Egypt (28-34)
V28, ‘...had sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to show the way before him in Goshen, and
they came into the land of Goshen. '[MAP]
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Notice again that it's Judah — not Reuben the oldest, nor Simeon or Levi the next in line who

Jacob confirmed as the leader among the tribes of this new nation...to go to the best land in
Egypt — the area of Goshen — the eastern Nile Delta
Here was grace to Israel the man — grace to Israel the nation as they entered Egypt

Now for the long-awaited reunion....V29, ‘Then Joseph prepared his chariot and went up to
meet Israel his father in Goshen. He presented himself to him and fell on his neck and wept on
his neck a good while. Israel said to Joseph, “Now let me die, since | have seen your face and
know that you are still alive.”

Well, though Israel’s reunion with his son Joseph brought great tears of delight mixed with
sadness...For Israel to have wished for death once he’d seen Joseph alive .... doesn’t mean
that his joy was complete....as much as that he was so emotionally, mentally, & physically
exhausted — though he still trusted God.....he’d lost his joy. Isaiah’s mention of the bruised
reed comes to mind. Over the decades....the Lord had been gently dealing with this bruised
reed. Jacob's name carried the meaning of ‘deceitful.” True to his name, he deceived his father,
Isaac as he tricked his brother Esau out of his birthright...Now for more than two decades ten of
his sons had deceived him.

The Lord had been dealing with the deceit in the family. Here was real opportunity for Israel to
be in utter awe of the Lord’s faithfulness....in giving him & his sons — grace when they all
deserved judgement.
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Instead of looking forward to the provision of God'’s grace with Joseph in Egypt ..... Rather than

living with thankful zeal for the remarkable way the Lord was fulfilling His covenant....

Or making the most of the remaining time of his days to serve the Lord by leading his spiritually
reformed family to greater reformation..he just wanted to die. It's a word of grace to all who
might find themselves weary & burdened...so exhausted from life’s struggles that you think the
best years are past....joy about prospects for the future has all but gone. In Christ, while ever
we draw breath....the Lord has plans — good work that He has prepared in advance for us to
do. The Lord had great plans for Jacob & his family — not simply to be preserved...but to
flourish in Egypt under the wisdom of Joseph...

v31, Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will go up and tell Pharaoh and
will say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who were in the land of Canaan, have
come to me. And the men are shepherds, for they have been keepers of livestock, and they
have brought their flocks and their herds and all that they have. 'When Pharaoh calls you and
says, ‘What is your occupation? 'You shall say, ‘Your servants have been keepers of livestock
from our youth even until now, both we and our fathers, in order that you may dwell in the land
of Goshen, for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.’

And what we see in God’s remarkable sovereignty by this tradition of shepherds being
abominable to the Egyptians taking root among them...is that through Joseph’s shrewd
counsel...the Israelites were set to remain separate & thrive in the land of plenty...until the day
under a new Pharaoh... under the Lord’s mighty sovereign Hand...it would become a land of
slavery...& God would preserve them by bringing them out...
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Grace...from God to Israel to us

What began as a test of faith for Israel had become the occasion for God to pour out His grace
on the multiplying family. Though unsure .... weak & weary .... Israel took the step

The Lord honoured him .... fulfilling his covenant with Abraham .... to bless Israel the man &
Israel the nation in Egypt where they would become great & cement the prominence of
shepherding among them

Out of which 8 centuries later the shepherd King David would arise...from whom the ultimate
shepherd King would come...Our Lord Jesus....who doesn’t despise us for our fears.....He
doesn’t break the bruised reeds that we are....But loves us so much He gave His life to pay the
price for our sin ... to conquer death that God’s promises of life, life to the full, life eternal would
be ours by faith.

In the great unknown of what lies between now & when we meet Him....Though we walk
through the valley of the shadow of death...we shall fear no evil....for our great shepherd is with

s....His rod & staff comfort us. So as fear of the present & future threaten to consume
us.....our loving Lord calls us to draw near to Him in faith......

Not only does He comfort us....but promises that we can do all things through Him who
strengthens us.

OlActd ) 22| S 8tet olLIE 2= 2H2| 246l
OlActE= ?iet @S2 AIE22 AIEE 20l 12 JIEUH 2 2ol E &= At Es 2
gLICH BIS = &4AX ZyL0, &otld, i2;X e = 252 H 255 WO R SLUILH

FENAME 1S SotSH ot ], Ol ACHE A S0l ME22 SUHA HEH 22
OtEctglel gefs Ol R/AsLI

8 Al I Xt =, U0l 22 22 = 2 H1, 01& G A& ot20 ==H2l
SAAIH 2014 22| = tl=ENAH Q&LICH-O= fel2 FAS U A= R AIGH
HOAIL, &t ZUE AHA 2 A= =20/H. 20l SIS MESHAA, £2l 22 8=
INE=TI DI oH o == sldotdl 2YLICH--O2l = X2 MBS 0IJIHAM, IE 2=
AHOITH & el 0, SRe MBS 2F=0ta LICH

IS &€ X Zot= 01 <l ol R}, 2lIt P Fol %’éé =02 EP"IIEP_‘.:_ SLelot
SN 22 A2 FHA el EHSHAIH, =2 X0l SHTHI[It R2IE CHRIGHAI D]
=20 FLICH e A dI= 01cHoll Chet &S0l OEI Ol Mt EXlets, ?EIS
AMEotAle =ENAMA= Sl 25 HillA =EMNHZ Jt0l 22t 2 Sota LICH

otLtg 2 Rc2IE ?IZota =22t OtLlet, R0 S8 A= A 24illA 22 25 & & UCHL
erSota LIt



