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The Hope of Jacob’s Exodus (& AlJ| 50:1-14)

The Underlying Truth of a Dying Wish

Last week, after blessing his remaining sons with a focus on the fruitfulness of Joseph, Jacob
‘breathed his last.” That was around 1800 BC. 1500 years later witnessed the death of another
prominent man .... & their two deaths provide a contrast that illustrates the key point of this
passage. Alexander the Great was the king of the ancient Gk kingdom of Macedon. Before He
died in 323 B.C. @ age 32 ....... he mentioned his three dying wishes. “My first desire is that my
physicians alone must carry my coffin.” “Secondly, | desire that when my coffin is being carried
to the grave, the path leading to the graveyard be strewn with gold, silver and precious stones
that | have collected in my treasury.” “My third & last wish is that both my hands be kept
dangling out of my coffin.”

‘At the age of 32, this man had conquered the world and had unimaginable prestige and wealth
as the most powerful emperor of the ancient world. Yet, when he died, his wishes reflected the
realisation of a life filled with victories and empty in eternal significance: Doctors could not save
him; his riches could only follow him as far as his grave; and lastly, he was leaving this world the
same way he entered it: empty-handed.’

So recorded one Christian author who also went onto say, “It seems as if Alexander’s dying
remarks are the typical realisation of most people on their death bed. One never hears of a
dying man or woman wishing that they had accumulated more wealth... or found more prestige.
You won’t hear a dying person wishing they had added another degree to their resume or that
they had lived in a bigger house. Their regrets have nothing to do with their possessions. Dying
regrets have to do with the things neglected while pursuing the biggest and greatest.”

Z0{JH= ARio| 22ROl MY

ANt f2l= 0F5 01 19 Q1o ORI =22 QEES S22 HOIU = IS8 &=0t=
252 2USLUICH 0l= 2 1800BC 0l & LICH 1500 E0I XILt, Rcle FAL Jt20 £ TOE
SRl == 2H ELL. HEE 0F= 0l F =22 =52 252 2= ==20A
2oti=s KBS LIEFHLICH €240 & 0lcts ¢/=22 100 JdelA OFAELI ot
ZO0IUSLICEH O2J1323BC Ol == M 12 LI0I= 32 &40 2U}ASLICH D= =S0IHEA
ISl 2230 KRS ASLICL "H R B A2 LIE S= 2AS 20l W 22 UE
ZO0IH, W E M A2 W 2= RELE SZ M, 1 Z0=s W 320 Ue 2= =5, 2,
SASS Z0t == NO0IH, M BN AZE 2822 W & &0 LY 25 AEO0l 2 =
UALSF ot= Adoltt”

2 32 A2 LIOIOl MAHIE E=0ot) O MAIS Ot Z8e EME A e = Bl
Ao S IIEE NAASLICHL Dtk It == M S0le, Aot A= 2= s
et ARIXIE MEH SLICH 12 SJAIS0l 2= L2 &2, AAMNEEXE

el Bt JI=s0 MAbs Gt 201 LELLH “0/8 &4 89 & 292, =52 25
FEMESG HEZO WES0/IL) =52 20 & A82, 0 &2 FE FZIILH B2
FE= &/ bIeHIE &2 ol X FEL- B2 555 8fE AL ZFE, 015 A40] &7
OILIE [ ot L} L =ItZTILL, L 2 ZO0IA &2 ol £ c/E EA Zetl). 1=9 25/=
A=9 £AR20E OFRe 280/ &) =0/t =9 £o/E S 210 A I =
FTo0lEAN £ Z20] 8t A= &AE 0] LULL”



20f7
Death bed desires have one thing in common...they reveal the reality of the source of hope... If
ones hopes in this world.... hope ends with death...If we hope in the Lord .... Hope shines
brightly in life & even in the face of death.

Where is my hope? Restrictions eased....end of Covid....freedom?

In our last church — | was privileged to see the sure hope of the Lord in the decline & death of
one of our members from cancer. Just when it seemed he might die, God gave him extra time to
express his desires to those he particularly loved that they would come to trust Jesus as Lord &
Saviour.

In the passage before us...we see that Jacob’s dying wish showed his bare trust in the promise
God had first given his grandfather Abraham to give him a PL...repeated to his father Isaac &
then to him as the 3rd generation recipient of God'’s grace.

Bound up in the PL was God’s people under God'’s rule — in other words...God’s good news of
His coming kingdom that would take its name from this patriarch who at the end of chapter 49
we’re told had breathed his last...we continue

Eqyptian Grace to Enable Godly Hope (1-9)
v1, ‘Then Joseph fell on his father’s face and wept over him and kissed him.’

It's not the oldest son, Reuben nor either of the next two in Simeon or Levi who take the lead in
the expression of emotional grief...but the leader of the land & now in the wake of Jacob’s
death, a leader in the family.
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We've already seen Joseph overcome with emotion at the confronting scene with his brothers
back in chapter 45...& then again in chapter 46 where he fell on Jacob’s neck & wept for a
prolonged period...now over Jacob’s dead body he weeps & kisses him again.

Straight away we read in v2 that “... Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to embalm
his father. So the physicians embalmed Israel. Forty days were required for it, for that is how
many are required for embalming. And the Egyptians wept for him for seventy days.’

For Joseph, there was none of the Egyptian spirituality behind his decision to embalm his
father’s body...it was his wisdom in drawing on the necessary method of embalming to preserve
his father’s body for the time of mourning for such a great man...to gain permission from
Pharaoh...& make preparations for the long trip to the future PL [MAP]

It was an Egyptian ritual for the first Israelite...who at least by name...was the father of the
nation (though Abraham tended to be foremost in the mind of the coming generations of
Israelites when they thought of the most prominent Patriarch). The fact that we’re told the
Egyptians wept for Israel for 70 days shows a deep respect for someone to whom they had
looked as a great man...with 72 days being the time of mourning for the death of a Pharaoh.

During that time, Joseph was busy planning the next stage in order to fulfil his father’s dying
oath....to bring it to action from V4, ‘(And) when the days of weeping for him were past, Joseph
spoke to the household of Pharaoh, saying, “If now | have found favour in your eyes, please
speak in the ears of Pharaoh, saying, ‘My father made me swear, saying, “l am about to die: in
my tomb that | hewed out for myself in the land of Canaan, there shall you bury me.” Now
therefore, let me please go up and bury my father. Then | will return.”
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Two of the great character traits in Joseph that are particularly on view here were his wise
discretion & his notable humility. He showed the Pharaoh great respect & was never
presumptuous as if, because of all the merits he’d accrued in saving and prospering Egypt, he
deserved to be on first name basis. So, he spoke to Pharaoh’s household...with the humble
request, not ‘since | have found favour...but ‘if’... of course he’d found favour ... but in his
humility he didn’t presume. Joseph again is an encouragement to us all to strive for Christlike
humility to all in our lives.

May the Lord be pleased to help each of us in Christ, follow Joseph'’s lead who points us to our
Lord Jesus — who being the greatest of all — in his own humility was never presumptuous in
the way he interacted with His frail followers.

Joseph by his godly character had endeared himself to Pharaoh... So Pharaoh we see after his
household’s mediation would proceed to give him far more than that for which he could have
hoped...v6, ‘And Pharaoh answered, “Go up, and bury your father, as he made you swear.” So
Joseph went up to bury his father. With him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of
his household, and all the elders of the land of Egypt, as well as all the household of Joseph, his
brothers, and his father’s household. Only their children, their flocks, and their herds were left in
the land of Goshen. And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen. It was a very great
company.’

With the charioteers & horseman in the procession Joseph & his household as well as
Pharaoh’s household the Lord through Pharaoh was showering the procession with grace. As
they made that long journey...they enjoyed the most secure protection possible for a travelling
band in the ANE & behind Pharaoh’s favour was God’s great intent to see Israel’s oath enacted
— God’s promises honoured & the unfolding salvation history of God being fulfilled...
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We’re reminded of the original promise God gave to grandfather Abraham ‘I will bless those who
bless you...in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.’

We’re also reminded of the coming exodus 3 generations from Joseph...for here the Israelites in
this funeral procession — for an unknown reason, apart from the sovereign connection we’re
meant to make with it — took the long route around the bottom of the Dead Sea & up the
eastern side of the Jordan — the same roundabout way that they would take to get to the PL
under Moses. Israel’s bodily exodus from Egypt became the foreshadowing of the much greater
exodus to galvanise Israel as a nation under God.

At the very least, we are meant to marvel at the awesome way our Lord is working out His plans
down to the smallest detail to weave them all together to make for His great glory in salvation.
We can & should have every reason to keep growing in our trust in the Lord to see Him use all
manner of circumstance to achieve His will in the world & our lives according to His purposes.

Grief to Honour Godly Hope (10-11)

v10, ‘When they came to the threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond the Jordan, they lamented
there with a very great and grievous lamentation, and he made a mourning for his father seven
days. When the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning on the threshing floor
of Atad, they said, “This is a grievous mourning by the Egyptians.” Therefore the place was
named Abel-mizraim; it is beyond the Jordan.’
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The name ‘abel-mizraim’ literally means ‘mourning of Egypt'...
It's a phrase that reminds us of the coming exodus...where in relation to that later time ~ 400
years when the Israelites would leave Egypt... Exodus 12:30 records there was a great cry in
Egypt...over the death of the firstborn sons on the night of the Passover...at that time hopeless
grief

A Vow Fulfilled for Godly Hope (12-14)

v12, “Thus his sons did for him as he had commanded them, for his sons carried him to the land
of Canaan and buried him in the cave of the field at Machpelah, to the east of Mamre, which
Abraham bought with the field from Ephron the Hittite to possess as a burying place. After he
had buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt with his brothers & all who had gone up with him
to bury his father.’

The land of Goshen had been on loan for them to use freely...but it was Egypt’s land...even the
majority of Canaan at this stage of Israel’s history remained Canaanite territory...except for the
field & Cave of Machpelah that Abraham purchased from Ephron the Hittite to bury his wife
Sarah — Gen. 23 where she died at 127.

On his deathbed, Jacob reminded Joseph that Abraham & Sarah...lsaac & Rebekah as well as
his own wife Leah were buried there.

It was to remind the 12 sons of Israel — the 1st generation of Israelites — that like a seed
buried before the plant springs up...the burial of these great ones...represented their coming
roots before the new life of Israel in what would become God’s OT PL.
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But there was a time of further sojourning in Egypt...for the Lord had said to Abraham in Genesis 15:16
that ‘they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet
complete.’ In other words, at the time of the fourth generation of Israelites who were the great-
grandchildren of the twelve sons...the wickedness of the people of Canaan aka the Amorites would
reach it's completion for God’s judgement & His promise of the land to be fulfilled.

All such God-revealed events were what gave Jacob hope to inspire his deathbed request & Joseph’s oath.
Goshen wasn’t Israel’s home ... because His home prefigured in Canaan was a sign of the exodus he had just
made in dying. He was among the four — namely Abraham/Sarah & his father Isaac that Hebrews 11:13, 14 & 16
says who ‘died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar,
and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For people who speak thus make it
clear that they are seeking a homeland...as it is they desire a better country, that is a heavenly one. Therefore God
is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared for them a city.’

The Hope of God in our ‘Exodus’
It would happen just as the Lord had predicted — in that fourth generation under Moses...where the Lord
would guide the nation of Israel in their exodus from Egypt to the edge of the PL.

The Lord by the merits of the sacrifice of Christ our Passover Lamb (1 C 5:7) has blazed the way to
secure our own exodus from the slavery of sin, its coming judgement & everything in b/w that marks the
brokenness of our world. It brings us back to the bare reality of our real hope in life & death ... may it be
the gospel of our salvation that more than anything we would want for those we leave behind...to
impress upon them that there is no hope but that they know Christ & the hope that we have in life, in
death & beyond it to eternal life.

Her 9:23-24 ‘Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man
boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he
understands and knows me, that | am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness
in the earth. For in these things | delight, declares the LORD.”
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