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Sons of Slavery, Sons of Freedom &2| X4, A= 2| XtH (& 4:21-31)

The Seduction of Spiritual Slavery

As we’ve been working our way through Galatians, we’ve seen Paul’s urgent priority of
countering the false teaching that was leading them astray. Simply put.....the heretics
were saying that obedience to the Jewish Law was a necessary addition for the Galatian
Christians to be ‘justified’ ... ie — the way guilty sinners are declared ‘not guilty’ before
God.

Two weeks ago in the final evening service of the year, Paul began the previous passage
by saying that when the Galatians were ignorant of God, they’d been enslaved to idols.

On receiving the gospel of grace, God had set them free from the spiritual slavery of
paganism. But they’d begun to become enslaved again by believing the
Judaizers....thinking that religious works could justify them. So Paul pleaded with them by
reminding them of their beginning with grace & pointing out the false motives of the
heretics...

This week we pick it up with Paul reasoning from the law — to show that even Abraham &
his family — the very ones in whom the Judaizers were boasting — show that the law
enslaves.

How could the Galatians who’d been set free from spiritual bondage of idols by the gospel
of grace be lured into slavery again? How could anyone who has come to Christ fall into
the bonds of thinking our standing before God is based on our rule-keeping....our
decency....our degree of goodness?
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C.S. Lewis, “There is no fault which makes a man more unpopular, and no fault which we
are more unconscious of in ourselves...The vice | am talking of is Pride or Self-Conceit:
and the virtue opposite to it... is called Humility...it was through Pride that the devil
became the devil .... it is the complete anti-God state of mind.”

How could you or | fall into spiritual slavery....into self-conceit? By thinking that we never
could. In the previous passage we see the false teachers appeal to the Galatians’ pride,
‘they make much of you.” Their false gospel also appealed to human pride, ‘you can
contribute to your acceptability before God.” So Paul gives them, & us a reality check:

There are only two kinds of people in the world...those who are in spiritual slavery, & those
who are free. He opens with a question....v21, ‘Tell me, you who desire to be under the
law, do you not listen to the law?’

The false-teachers’ appeal to the Galatians’ pride had some success in arousing a desire
for them to be under the law — so Paul gives them a lesson from the law of Moses —
what it teaches about itself

Philip Ryken: ‘The false teachers had probably told the Galatians something like this about
Abraham: “When God first made all His covenant promises, He said they were only for
Abraham and his children. We are Abraham'’s children because we are his direct
descendants through Isaac. But you can receive the promise, too. All you have to do is
become a child of Abraham in the Jewish way, by being circumcised’ and by obeying the
Jewish religious calendar.
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In 3:29 Paul has already said that ‘if you are Christ’s then you are Abraham'’s offspring,
heirs according to promise.” Here he shows how that is the case — from history — from
the types that history prefigured & — personally for the Galatians

He begins by teaching them what the law says about itself, historically

Resist Slavery by Understanding History (22-23)

v22 ‘For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free
woman. But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free
woman was born through promise.’

The situation in Genesis was that ‘God had promised to make Abraham into a great
nation, but he still didn't have any children. The name ‘Abram’ means, ‘exalted father’ ...
The father by name was fatherless by nature! His wife was barren & he was in his mid-
eighties!...Her biological clock humanly speaking had ticked & his had all but stopped.
Year after year Sarah longed for a baby...she lost hope

Then in desperation she said, (Gen 16:2) ‘the Lord has prevented me from bearing
children. Go in to my servant; it may be that | shall obtain children by her” So Abram, only
too willing to take matters into his own hands obeyed.

Sarah’s servant — the Egyptian woman, Hagar—conceived & gave birth to a son called
Ishmael. But God hadn’t forgotten His promise. He came to Abram again in Gen. 17 where
he changed his name from ‘Exalted Father’ to Abraham, ‘Father of Many'...
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After that, God say, “I will give you a son by her. I will bless her and she shall become
nations.” So, Sarah conceived on the basis of the promise at age 90 & gave birth to Isaac.

Now Isaac & Ishmael shared similarities..... The same biological father. Both circumcised.
They both grew up in the same home.

Though there were vital differences between them.Because they each had a different
mother they inherited two different legal standings. Ishmael’s mother was a slave, so he
was born a slave. Isaac’s mother on the other hand was free, so he was born free.

The other crucial difference between them was the manner of their births. Ishmael was
born in the ‘ordinary way’ — ‘according to the flesh’...regular conception.

Isaac on the other hand was by contrast, ‘born as a result of a promise’...or as v29 says
‘according to the Spirit’. Isaac’s birth was by God'’s supernatural intervention.

Sarah was 90 & Abraham was 100 but God was faithful to His promise. She bore Isaac by
the power of the Spirit revitalising her old body.

When Abraham got Hagar pregnant, he was operating on the principle that “God helps
those who help themselves.” With Hagar’s pregnancy.....it was a case study of Sarah &
Abraham trying to take matters into his own hands to achieve the blessing, rather than
waiting to receive it. Whereas Isaac was a gift, Ishmael is what Abraham got for trying to
do things his way instead of God’s way.
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From the very beginning there was a fundamental spiritual difference b/w the two sons.
One was born by proxy, the other by promise. One came by works, the other by faith. One
was a slave, the other was free. So, Ishmael & Isaac represent the two kinds of people in
the world...

Those who try to attain salvation through their own efforts of law-keeping; the others who
trust in God’s promise. One is works-righteousness; the other is grace. Self-reliance V
divine dependence.

The Lord puts this challenge before each of us now....spiritually speaking, do we believe
that these the only two categories of people in the world? Sons or heir of freedom....or
sons of slavery? If Jesus Christ is our Lord & Saviour then we are sons of freedom. If
not....the only alternative is to be a son of slavery...

Those of us who are free are regularly tempted. We resist by understanding that the
original heir of freedom came by grace alone.

Resist Slavery by Understanding Typoloqy (24-27)

® Old Covenant: Hagar

We also resist by understanding the OT patterns

v24, “(Now) this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two covenants. One is
from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in
Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children.”
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Paul says it may be taken ‘allegorically’... though the word to understand
what Paul means in this case, is ‘typology’ where the characters stand for two ‘types’ or
kinds. Paul starts with their mothers...that represent two covenants.

Hagar stands for Mt Sinai...the mountain in Arabia where God gave the law to Moses.
Those who are her offspring...like Hagar the slave, are also in slavery. Paul moves from
the ‘types’ of Sinai, Hagar & Hagar’s offspring symbolising slavery to...the fulfilment of the
type — the ‘present Jerusalem — in slavery with her children.’

We know that Jerusalem ~ 50 AD when Paul was writing to the Galatians had largely
rejected Jesus....though the early church had been rapidly growing & seeing many Jews
come to Christ.....the Jewish establishment with the majority who followed it were opposed
to Christ....as had been the case 20 years earlier when Jesus had been crucified. That
spiritual corruption had infected the Judaizers who had unofficially come from the mother
church in Jerusalem...by saying that Jerusalem corresponded with Hagar, Paul was
effectively saying that the Judaizers — contrary to their boasting, were slave children, the
‘Ishmaelites”...

The Ishmaelites remember were even known by the second generation as slave traders
who sold Joseph to Egypt...Psalm 83:6 says that they joined the ranks of nations trying to
destroy Israel. This would have come as a surprise to those who’d begun to believe the
false teachers...Non-Christian Jews generally & the Judaizers particularly prided
themselves on being true sons of Abraham ...
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We remember John the Baptist’s word to the Pharisees & Sadducees....Matthew 3:9. Also
recall Jesus in John 8:39ff. What mattered in God’s eyes was ultimately being Abraham’s
spiritual sons....sons of faith....sons of grace. The Galatians being lead astray were in fact
like Ishmael....

Since they were giving up the gospel to go back to the law, these Galatians who were
believing them were sons of Hagar rather than children of Sarah...still in spiritual
bondage...The same is true of any who think being right with God is conditional in any part
by rule keeping, religious adherence or simply having virtue & resisting vice. In contrast.....

® New Covenant: Sarah

v26, “(But) the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. For it is written,
“‘Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in
labor! For the children of the desolate one will be more than those of the one who has a
husband.”

Paul continues his reasoning of the types or kinds....this time those who represent
freedom. Jerusalem 50 AD was enslaved to law — spiritual heirs of Ishmael compared to
Jerusalem that is above — like Sarah — the mother of all who are free... The Jerusalem
‘above’ is not just for the future. God has already been building His eternal city......... Heb.
12:22. The spiritual Jerusalem has superseded the earthly Jerusalem.
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The promises of the OT weren’t only for the Jews, as we’ve been seeing with Isaiah’s
servant songs..... They are fulfilled in every Jew & Gentile who believes on the gospel of
God’s grace in Christ alone.

Anyone who does, becomes a son or daughter of Sarah — a true child of
Abraham...citizens of the eternal city...heirs of eternal glory.

Isaiah’s quotation while thinking of Sarah in her barrenness, is primarily about the city of
Jerusalem...though desolate from the 6th C BC exile....it would be renewed. Just as God
by His promise would see Sarah more fruitful than Hagar....so by God’s promise, His
people would one day be free

Though a faithful remnant would return to Jerusalem under Cyrus 538 BC...The time of joy
that Paul says Isaiah prophesied is the New Covenant — = the ‘anti-type’ or fulfilment of
the type that Sarah as the free woman represents....God is true to His promises with
Abraham’s spiritual descendants = Sarah’s children = New Covenant community in Christ
as numerous as stars in the sky....= all who trust Jesus Christ as Lord & Saviour

Embrace Freedom by Applying it Personally (28-31)

v28, “Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. But just as at that time he who
was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so
also it is now.”

Sarah’s son, Isaac was the child of the Spirit .... not of the flesh that represents human
effort of law-keeping,
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As son of the promise, Isaac represents grace.

The pattern of persecution is the same as it was at the beginning. The incident to which
Paul refers is a single verse in our OT reading — Gen. 21:9 where the teenage Ishmael
was laughing in a mocking way at newly weaned Isaac. The one who was born of the
promise ie ‘according to the Spirit’ received the scorn of the one born ‘according to the
flesh.” The Judaizers in the same way were persecuting the true believers of Galatia.

Paul tells them what the law itself advises them to do with these self-promoting spiritually
elite...v30, ‘(But) what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for
the son of the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman.” So, brothers,
we are not children of the slave but of the free woman.”

The pattern of Sarah’s word to Abraham from Genesis 21 was fulfilled now Paul repeated
the command to the Galatians .... personal application. Effectively saying, “Expel the false
teachers from your midst” ... to apply who they are.

While the Lord calls us to remain intolerant of any teaching that tries to add works to
grace....

Resist Slavery, Embrace Freedom

Spurgeon, “Beware of no man more than of yourself; we carry our worst enemies within
us.” How could we fall into spiritual slavery? By thinking that we never could. Resist it by
acknowledging our own tendencies to pride.
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Flee that bondage by knowing from history & the patterns God wove into it that being an
heir of freedom could only come by grace. Embrace the freedom of the promise that all
who look to the Son who purchased our freedom are forever free.
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