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A Problem with Weakness

We continue Judges with the second of our 3-part mini-series on Gideon...In the last chapter we
saw Gideon so painfully unsure of himself as to test the Lord repeatedly asking for signs.

The Lord’s patience gave Gideon the signs he sought....to help move him to be assured by
grace — to prepare him this week to lead the battle against the Midianites.

The theme is God’s glory His strength in victory — magnified by human weakness
A problem we all have is that the world says ultimate meaning & purpose is found in being a
somebody ... some area of knowledge or ability to set us apart from others.

One of the most prominent theologians of the 20th C, J.I. Packer died just 5 days short of his
94th birthday in 2020....in his 2013 book Weakness is the Way, Packer reflected on his own
weakness from advancing years: “God does not allow us to stay with the idea that we are
strong. O, we may have that idea. But the Lord is going to disabuse us of it one way or another
and it will be good for us and give glory to Him when he does so.”

In this passage, God wants us to renounce our tendency to boast in ourselves that His strength
& His glory would be magnified in our weakness.

As we see His interaction with Gideon to bring about victory, Judges chapter 7 particularly
teaches us that God’s glory triumphs in our weakness — as we turn from the quest for our own
honour that God alone would receive it.
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To what degree are my passions aroused for God’s reputation compared to my own? One is
inversely proportional to the other. The Lord’s word to us this morning is to challenge our
tendency to want our own honour that we would strive all the more to make much of Christ while
dying to our own pride.

Last week we saw the gracious way the Lord dealt with Gideon in calling him in his hesitancy
naming him as He saw him by grace — a mighty warrior. This week we resume just after the
Lord’s kind reassurance of victory even after Gideon tested Him with the fleece.

The Lord’s Necessity of Weakness (1-8)

V1 ‘Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him rose early and
encamped beside the spring of Harod. And the camp of Midian was north of them, by the hill of
Moreh, in the valley. The Lord said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give
the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’
Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let
him return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.” Then 22,000 of the people returned, and
10,000 remained.’

As the battle lines are drawn.....V2 is the key that drives the whole passage .... ‘lest Israel boast
over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me’....so the Lord sets about depleting the number of
troops.

Deuteronomy 20 the Lord makes allowance among other reasons, for anyone too frightened in
battle to return home....to avoid the spread of low morale from fear among the army.....
so of the 32k.....22k frightened men returned.
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The Lord tells Gideon 10k is still too many.....so He says to take the men down to the water for
a test to whittle the number down further. Those who lapped cf. those who knelt to drink. The
9700 who knelt went home. The only significance in the ‘lappers’ is that their minority method
was the mere means for the Lord to thin out the ranks. In the next chapter, we discover that
there are 135k enemy soldiers...That’s 450:1!

Weakness was God’s necessity for Gideon...it remains that way for us today.
How often we depend on ourselves & forget how dependent we are on the Lord. We don’t like
to think of weakness as providence...yet in the Lord’s plan — that’s exactly what it is.

Have you found yourself struggling to accept the decline that the Lord has allowed to happen
through disease or advancing years? Would that we might see that such trials are His strange
providences? “Poverty and affliction take away the fuel that feeds pride.” —Richard Sibbes

Hardship brings unique opportunities to strip away all that gets in the way of God’s glory.

God wants us in our weakness — not in the pride that comes from thinking more highly of
ourselves than we ought...When we surrender we discover that there’s no end to His grace of
encouragement

The Lord’s Encouragement in Weakness (9-18)

V9 ‘That same night the Lord said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for | have given it
into your hand. But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your

servant. And you shall hear what they say, and afterward your hands shall be strengthened to
go down against the camp.” Then he went down with Purah his servant to the outposts of the
armed men who were in the camp.’

= NAME (4&36] 10,000 Ho| ZAtE RO GHYLICH-Oel A 2 =XHE O =010 <IoH

T AMSSE SIH2 Ul Algotet ZSotALICH A RES 2D =2 0 A=SS

S EUct ZE0tAlL, JellAd 9,700 0| E22 SO0HIHA &1 300 Ho| AEH &l ELICH
LS E0A 2501 ¥22l ==Xt= 135,000 E0lct ¥E& [, 0l= 450:1 2| M=S0IASLICH

LiSfer2 StLEEMA JIE=200 222 otdl 22011, Ol =Y 220K et 2L ELICH
fcle i A== 22l Aels 2A XG0, =82 2 XloioF ots EME = LA HLUR? Ll
felo deg s otLtg 2 g2lZ Oloioh)| A0 ELICH -2l Ls 28 Sol A2
Zeds Rce 240 HeEsLIth

Lot 2EE Soll FEMNA SiEcte S8 S 20=01J] 820 SR XA HO|
AUsLIN? 0l Al 0] ot &2l2 222 S 0Hd L R? Richard Sibbes ct= =2 &1t
Z0| YSELICH It NS2 Wetg 2FJ|= 22 E W0t 240

DH2otlge 2= II2%eE ZE XS MAHE = A= e S8t DS MU sUIC
StLIEN A= 220t s Jt20 22 MlE AA2 =0l= JAEL 222 HE S
ot LICH 22t 0l =2 H2l &0l 2= A= Ud==S M, d=22 3= JdH2
20 E ZAgLIt

Hotet 20 =52 A= (9~18 &)

O~11 &8 "J E B FEHA IJIELUIH ZEFSLLL"HE Z0/LIA ZXN2Z FH LY T2
L2t DEE 19 &0 5H FHLCL LIt FLHSH L7101 E2/ R, 19 FoF 2t & B A
Mz 0t Z0te o/ §=0/ P= &2 otEA S0/ 28, LI} S8z Hifr2
EJ/E &S X0/CL" & A9 Rof Fofet 8 JAS ELZ WAL




There’s a gentle irony in the Lord’s conversation with Gideon when He says, ‘if you are afraid to
attack * The Lord knows His servant.... though the last chapter showed Gideon to be afraid &
apprehensive, he hasn’t turned back from the Mt. At the same time, the Lord knows that Gideon
needs further assurance for courage....

He must have been wondering how the Lord was going to achieve what was humanly speaking,
impossible.

After telling them about the relative ease of a camel going through the eye of a needle,
compared to a rich man entering the kingdom....Jesus disciples said to Him, ‘who can be
saved?’ ‘all things are possible with God.’

The Lord still meets us in our weaknesses...gently...lovingly...patiently.

He leads us to do hard things in His goodness to bring us to the end of ourselves

He magnifies His glory particularly when we’re afraid or aware of our inadequacy & trust Him all
the more.

Gideon obeys & goes to the camp’s outpost....With the enemy being like a plague of locusts in
number.

v13, ‘When Gideon came, behold, a man was telling a dream to his comrade. And he said,
“Behold, | dreamed a dream, and behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of
Midian and came to the tent and struck it so that it fell and turned it upside down, so that the
tent lay flat.” And his comrade answered, “This is no other than the sword of Gideon the son of
Joash, a man of Israel; God has given into his hand Midian and all the camp.”

As soon as Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped. And he
returned and said, “Arise, for the Lord has given the host of Midian into your hand.”
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The Lord in His grace gave Gideon yet another sign...a dream of an enemy & its interpretation. In
response.....He worshiped & strengthened by the Lord he was ready to go into battle for the Lord. May it
encourage us knowing that the Lord doesn’t stop encouraging us in Christ.....to bring us to joyful
surrender — heartfelt worship.....emboldened service ......

The Lord’s Strength in Weakness (19-25)

v19, ‘So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of the camp at the
beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch. And they blew the trumpets and
smashed the jars that were in their hands. Then the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the
jars. They held in their left hands the torches, and in their right hands the trumpets to blow. And they
cried out, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!”

We aren’t told that the Lord advised Gideon on his method of victory. It seems like He let Gideon come
up with the plan himself. It fits with him being clever enough as to hide his wheat threshing activities from
the Midianites in the wine press belonging to his father, Joash.

The 300 troops would have had enough trumpets, jars & torches from the provisions kept from the 9700
men who drank on their knees. One thing it does is maximise the glory of God — it will forever be a
testimony that Gideon defeated God’s enemies without so much as a sword — from start to finish it would
be the Lord’s victory.

The 300 troops add the word ‘sword ’to Gideon’s original. Which is a prophetic irony — because Gideon
had no sword — the only swords the Lord would use would be the swords of the hordes of enemy
soldiers against themselves...God gave the victory. V21 ‘While each man held his position around the
camp, all the Midianites ran, crying out as they fled. When the 300 trumpets sounded, the Lord caused
the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. The army fled ...~

FEMNAME 26 20 JIE20H S =22 £ UHE SHESE 204 LICH 0l SHEE
Sofl JI=E=22 2= ZliotH, &2 20 M= =HIE OtELICH 0|8 252 R2l0H L&t 2
S0l &/ Z HtELIL FEMNAME Jd2lATE Soll L2l HZHA 8= FAHL L2t IS
Jt20 2= 4= WA= otAIH, 212 ZHiohH otAlLL, 806l =2 €= ot ==

el=oty LIt

olotst D20l ol 52 (19-25 F)

19~20 “J/E21 20} HLol= A G0] XY 20 [HHE 212, OIC/Q 2HS BZE)
DS % 2 SSE0/20 ISS LIBS 20 £0) £ 801218 WEHL. H 2HI 2F
LIBS 20] SIS WD, S&0= HES S0, QE20E TS ST S0 "L 210/0H
J|E29) 20/Ch" 632 SIFCL”

FENA MR O LHO ol M= 2 Sothl 2R, J=2 242 MEE HES
otdl H ZsLICH V=22 010 AFHEZ2FE 1128 OFHAI KO0tAJE Azet L= S0
=0 2 EfNE 250 20| Zelst 252 2L

9700 2 ZA E2Z SO0IBEA G H=2 =232 30082 2 AUH SARE 2011
Ads0idle S=8 LHE, g0tel dcld =01 J0tAUS XS LICH 0l= otLtg 2l 0445*2
=Ustot= AHA2Z, 0l= JIE=20| 3*°*O| otLtg e =8 EN== SHIt ELI,
i M Ol XMSEH 20K =ENA 0l N4 s2leds U= LHEFRLICH

20 HOJ Al 2AFSO0l “JI S22 ZH0/CH" 24D X 20| 0fol2iLl & 2

M2 ULICL O UM AFBE RUSH 22, X20| N2 5 [ AHSoHE X202
WOIUSLICH21~22 & “ 72/ 0 TS50/ HOIH HIEI0N MHAH BEE EL5HL), H22 D5
OFRETION ST &2 Z0| LIBS 2 [0, FSHWAH 2E FS0/ HalS/2| 22 XK oH3LCH
A2 CG510f, 2SS WALISl T S0 IS O1E D E IS JH I EEGILCL



The victory under Gideon has a great parallel with Moses in Exodus 14 with the Red Sea in
front & the Egyptian army behind...Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid. Stand firm and
you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will
never see again. The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still. ’

Gideon parallels Moses...they both protested their inadequacy...they both received assurance
from the Lord in the face of an overwhelming military. The Lord triumphed in their weakness for
stunning victories...300 years earlier when Israel was up against Pharaoh’s chariots on the
shore of the Red Sea...& now for Gideon with an enemy of swarming insect proportion — both
Moses & Gideon were only ultimately able to triumph in utter surrender to the Lord.

Without the Lord’s sovereign intervention to confuse the enemy & for each to turn his sword
against the another, 300 weaponless fighters were no match.

For us? Ephesians 6:12, “our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” That enemy is even more formidable & the
consequences of defeat are eternal...1 Cor 15:57 “thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ”

His life....death.....resurrection has overcome all that once stood against us. In ourselves we
are weak — powerless — God knows — God wants us to know. It's the necessity of weakness
‘| can do all things through Him who strengthens me...” Phil 4:13
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Grace: God’s Glory in Weakness

MLJones:“ It is grace at the beginning, and grace at the end. So that when you and | come to lie
upon our death beds, the one thing that should comfort and help and strengthen us there is the
thing that helped us in the beginning. Not what we have been, not what we have done, but the
Grace of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. The Christian life starts with grace, it must continue with
grace, it ends with grace. Grace wondrous grace. By the grace of God | am what | am. Yet not I,
but the Grace of God which was with me.”

1 Cor 1:28 ‘God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things
that are not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him.’

2 Cor 12:9 the Lord said to Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of
Christ may rest upon me.’
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