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Several months ago we saw how God transformed general Naaman. Briefly: he was a leper wanting to be
healed. But he was unaware of his far bigger problem, his sin. God used Naaman’s pride to expose his
sin. Finally, he obeyed God’s word and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child (5:14b).

Through the prophet Elisha, God told him to wash in the Jordan River seven times (5:10). Those words
aroused his sinful heart. 2 Kings 5:11 “Naaman was angry and went away, saying, “Behold, I thought
that he would surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the LORD his God, and wave
his hand over the place and cure the leper.”

Naaman was a successful general. 5:1. Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a
great man with his master and in high favour... His wealth and high position demanded great respect.
But Naaman needed to learn humility. Why? Because only when humbled could he respond to God’s
grace and be healed.

God would use Naaman’s leprosy to expose his sin and to soften his hard heart. By God’s grace, Naaman
could then turn from his sin and be healed. With a softened heart, God brought him to faith. His cleansing
is a lesson in God’s mercy and grace.

Naaman couldn’t see that his pride separated him from God. Nor could he foresee that God would use his
leprosy to bring him to salvation. The root cause of leprosy is beneath the skin. The root of sin isin a
rebellious heart.
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Elisha had told Naaman to “wash in the Jordan seven times” (5:10). But deeply offended, he would not
let go of his pride. His pride revealed his sinful heart. Holding on to his anger he turned and went away
in a rage (5:12). But then his servants persuaded Naaman to take Elisha’s advice. At last, Naaman
swallowed his pride. Having dipped himself seven times in the Jordan he was healed (5:14).

We have Naaman’s problem. Pride is far too common in us. It affects our relationships with God, with
friends and family. Why? Because pride focusses on ourselves. It hardens our hearts. We belong to the
‘me generation’. Our natural tendency is to worship ourselves. Now that sounds harsh, doesn’t it?

Maybe I’ve offended you. You don’t like to think that you’re proud, lacking in humility. But I’'m
speaking to myself, just as much as | am to you. Some of us will demonstrate pride more than others.
Even so, there’s an element of pride in all of us.

What is God’s response to pride? We read in James 4:6b. “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the
humble.” We shall consider God’s grace a little later. For the moment, keep in mind that it is God’s
grace: His undeserved, unearned favour. Meanwhile, consider how we can overcome pride.

We read in James 4:10. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. There’s our answer. It
is quite straightforward. And it has a great result. All you need to do is humble yourself. But you and |
have a problem. We can’t humble ourselves. We want to be humble, like Jesus, but we need help.
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The Lord Jesus is our Helper. The Lord Jesus humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross (Philippians 2:8). We read in John 3:14-15, as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up that whoever believes in him may have eternal
life. Jesus is speaking about being lifted up on the cross to die.

The Lord Jesus is our hope. He was lifted up to die so that we might be lifted up to new life in Him. There
is our hope for becoming humble. It is truly humbling to know that Jesus died and rose from the dead for
us. Our response to Jesus is come to Him with thankful, humble hearts and with repentance and faith. But
now you wonder, ‘Is there any place at all for boasting in our lives?’

Boasting is pride given a voice. The New Testament speaks much about boasting. Christians can indeed
boast. Galatians 6:14a, far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ... Our
only boast is in Christ Jesus. The fruit of boasting in Christ is found in Philippians 2:3, Do nothing from
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Here is the
antidote to pride, count others more significant than yourselves. Nowhere in the Bible are we
encouraged to be proud of ourselves. Our boast is not in ourselves, but in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Naaman, you and I, can be healed because Jesus paid the price for our sin. ‘How can you say that?’ you
ask. It is because when Jesus died on the cross, He died in our place. 2 Corinthians 5:21. For our sake he
[God] made him [God’s Son] to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

FENAds =S 8 =22 =4 % LICH 01|*‘.5UH|/\-|“ KIIE Z=AI1D =IIDHX
SZotA2L 2 YA S JSLILH(EEEA 2:8). 28t=5 3:14~15 22 0/ 20l
DB LICH “ZAHIF ZOtOIA ””%:‘:?J 20 /0/175 =c/0F of2/L] 0/._ IE &= A0t
g4 = 2J) otdq oF&0/LICE” Ol==E=2 &R0 OHE A SO0 0l CHoll 2 &ot& LI
=0l 2clo AZYLItL d= &X P Lol BHE CIAL 22 ot = I oA ME2E &= 2
ot LICH 22l Jt ol XD flet 220l HII0 AsLILH Hl+=E0] £clE ?lol =1
SEGHNUE AHE 2 B2 2 22 2 %‘toDﬂ SLICHL OO10l eIt SEE = U= 22, ZAtE
Ot d&e, deld 2SS0 3O 0 Lot A LICH dd UL W22 "Rl It
&O0HE AN AtEe 2t 20| 00 A= 70t == oiotal A &ILICH

Agege uete] ZeYLICH M8 BUHAME o 2E0A Ol Xt S0l CHoll 2&0t4,
AdelAEo=S2 & Aot &0t == AsLICH 2L Z2tCI0tA 6:14 22 0120l
USEUCH "R F U+ D2/ A S YA 2B NEE H0/ 2L -2l sLE
A2 0l delAE=d L0 OdelAEsE THEe 2 S0 EHoH/d LEEA 23 E0A

OI

OIZ0l & &LICL “OFF ZUWEX OIE0/L) 6/ F olX] 210 @F F£38H IIELZE 242
A2I120 £ Ly 0/7/2. 7 2t CHEr SHSHIDOF K10l R *LI Ct- “XIECH EE XA
HI/2."88 UMM Sl eSS IHEAEN H)lctes @85S &S 5= &L 229
Ag2 el A0l Ol == Oll== :lalﬁ_._ OHOIl A LICH.

Glas A L2l Fol 22 NS sh40| T20) LIoI D 6220 He D& 22 4 AsL,
“O{EH 1 40t AR BEE 511101, 01 01 L0 27110 E0IJAE M,
SRS A SOPHDI HRRILICH DRSS A 521 “GHAL 0 TE QRS Batd 0/
2|8 [JAIGH0) HE 424 HE 22 F 5/ S 3 o)A 1SSl S} 51 &t G40l



‘But’ you say, Jesus lived and died about 900 years after Naaman. How could Jesus pay the price for

Naaman’s sin?’ The Apostle John writes in 1 John 2:2. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for
ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. The Lord Jesus bore God’s wrath against our sin on
cross: sins, past present and future. He died to free us from God’s wrath.

‘Well then! Will everyone go to heaven when they die?’ Not at all! John writes in his Gospel, in John
3:16b, whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. Eternal life is found in the Lord
Jesus, only through faith in Him.

Because our sins were laid on Jesus, we have sure and certain hope. 1 Peter 2:24. He himself bore our
sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have
been healed. Jesus paid the price for our sin when He died on the cross.

What God looked for in Naaman is what He looks for in you and me. How can He heal our relationship
with Him and grant us new life? What is necessary for God to declare us right with Him? We must come
to Him in repentance and faith. Like Naaman, we must turn from our sin and trust in God’s mercy and
grace.

The Holy Spirit always points us to the person and work of Christ. The Spirit convicts us of sin and
softens our hard hearts. We can then recognise our sin and confess it. 1 John 1:9, If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Leprosy was the visible sign of ill health in Naaman. But it was his heart that needed healing. Pride was
his stumbling block. In his heart he had this question: ‘How can God allow a good and great man like me
suffer?” Because he was a sinner, he couldn’t cope with God’s plan for him. Angry with Elisha, he was
really directing his anger at God.

Recall Naaman’s words in 5:12. “Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all
the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage.
Naaman sought healing on his terms. He trusted in his good reputation and his wealth and works, rather
than in God.

God’s plan for Naaman is revealed in his journey to faith. The young servant girl sowed the seed for him
in 5:3. “Would that my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his
leprosy.” The king of Israel gave Naaman another step towards healing. He read the king of Syria’s letter.
Then (5:7) he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive...” Indirectly, Israel’s king
testifies that only God could heal Naaman. God then used Elisha (5:10) to give him God’s word.
Naaman’s servants finally reminded him of Elisha’s words, “wash in the Jordan seven times” (5:10, 13).
God used those four to lead Naaman to faith.

At last, Naaman’s hard heart was softened to the truth of God’s Word. He obeyed and was healed. Three
factors led to healing: hearing the word, testimony, and obedience.
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You may not have received Jesus as your Lord and Saviour. But here you are, in church, hearing the
word of God. God is at work, seeking your salvation. Romans 10:13-14, 17, For “everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? ... faith comes from hearing, and
hearing through the word of Christ. We need to hear God’s Word so that we can respond to Him with
faith.

God changed Naaman’s heart. We have his testimony to God’s grace is in 5:15b. He said to Elisha,
“Behold, I know that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel...” Naaman doesn’t speak about the
miracle of being healed. Instead, he confesses that God has been working to bring him to salvation.

Earlier, in Syria, he’d thought that healing him would be costly. He’d brought some of his vast wealth
with him. 5:5, ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten changes of clothing. Now, he
said to Elisha (5:15c), “accept now a present from your servant.”

Elisha rejected his offer. 5:16, “As the LORD lives, before whom I stand, I will receive none.” And he
urged him to take it, but he refused. Why did Elisha refuse Naaman’s gift? In part, it was to help
Naaman see that he had received God’s free grace: God’s unmerited, unearned, favour. It is the same for
all who find salvation in Christ. We read that in Ephesians 2:8-9. For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one
may boast.
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Naaman had rejected simply washing in the Jordan River. That would cost him nothing. But salvation is all of
grace. No money, no gift of any kind, can merit salvation. God’s grace to us is totally, completely free. If it were
not free, then salvation would not be by grace. 1 John 4:10. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Christ came to bear the cost of God’s wrath against
our sin.

When Naaman first rejected Elisha’s words he called Elisha’s LORD “his God” (5:11), not my God. Unbelieving
Naaman had had no personal relationship with God. Philip Ryken sums up his unconverted life (2 Kings, p. 105):
his life was characterized by pride, anger, and unbelief.

As the Holy Spirit searches our hearts, He exposes the ‘old self” in us (Ephesians 4:22-24). How much time do we
spend thinking or boasting about our achievements? How much time and money do we devote to food, clothing,
and entertainment? How little time do we devote to God? At the very least, think again what salvation really
means. Ask yourself, can | call Elisha’s God my God?

Having obeyed God’ Word, a transformed man came out of the Jordan River. Recall Naaman’s words in
5:15a “Behold, I know that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel...” By God’s grace he would
no longer worship Syrian gods. 5:17, Naaman then asked Elisha for “swo mules’ load of earth, for from
now on your servant will not offer burnt offering or sacrifice to any other god but the LORD.” His
sacrifice from now on would only be to the God of Israel.

But Naaman has another problem. He must accompany the king to worship in the house of Rimmon.
Naaman must attend, but he cannot compromise his newfound faith. He faced a very difficult decision.
He cannot worship a pagan god. But he must go with his master to worship in the house of Rimmon.
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Hear his dilemma in 5:18, “may the LORD pardon your servant: when my master goes into the house of Rimmon
to worship there, leaning on my arm, and | bow myself in the house of Rimmon, when | bow myself in the house
of Rimmon, the LORD pardon your servant in this matter.”

And so he asks that God pardon him for those occasions. Clearly, this troubled him. Twice he requested pardon for
having to enter the house of the Rimmon. His awakened and sensitive conscience deeply troubled him. Elisha’s
response is surprising. He simply said to Naaman (5:19a), “Go in peace.”

Many of us have a similar problem, especially Christians from Asia. Ancestor worship has been part of your family
life for many generations. Your family may require you to perform an act of worship at an ancestor’s grave. Or, on
special occasions go with them to a pagan temple.

What can you do? You could respectfully decline, or you could attend but not participate in worship. In other
words, 1. Don’t go. Or, 2. Decline to join in worship. Some Christians have chosen the first way. Others attend, but
don’t join their family in worship. If your Christian faith is strong, it’s possible to attend and not worship. But are
you a new believer or struggling how to live the Christian life? Then politely and graciously refuse. Keep in mind
that pagan temples are under demonic influence. Above all, remember that our God is a God of mercy and grace.
Like Naaman, you might need to seek God’s pardon for what you must do.

How do you counsel a Christian who has been asked to attend the worship of another faith? Or how do you counsel
someone who is troubled from attending one of those services? Pray with them and if they seek guidance, be
gracious. You are dealing with a brother or sister in Christ. Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.
(Philippians 4:5 NIV)
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There is a broader application for us. Should we attend places that exhibit ungodly practices? Often the
answer is clear, especially where those places indulge in pornography. What about visiting hotel bars and
nightclubs? Alcohol and drugs often flow freely in those places. That’s ungodly behaviour. You know my
answer.

But | prefer one young girl’s response. Her friends asked her to come to the pub with them. She declined.
They mocked her, saying ‘Are you afraid your father will hurt you?’ ‘No,” she replied, ‘I’m afraid that |
will hurt him.’

Christians seek to honour God, our Father. For He has saved us and reconciled us to Himself. From now
on Naaman would seek to honour God. So too, that is our response to God, who saved us. Ephesians 5:2,
walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Nowhere does Naaman say ‘I repent of my sin’. But he illustrates his repentance. By God’s grace he
turned from his sin of pride and came to faith in God. By God’s grace, you and I seek to walk with Christ.

The waters of the Jordan River were the means of cleansing Naaman. They were not the cause; they were
the means God used. The waters brought him peace. For us, for you and me, it is Jesus who cleanses us
from sin. He is our peace. Trusting in His death, our sins are washed from us. Jesus is our Jordan River.
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When God rescued His people Israel from Egypt, He brought them to Palestine, the Promised Land. But
before they could enter the Land, they had to cross the Jordan River.

Jesus, our Jordan River, is the way for you to the enter God’s Promised Land, heaven. Christian friends,
rejoice in the knowledge that the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin (1 John 1:7). Through
Jesus, you freely enter into God’s presence.

Is it always a sin to be proud? Certainly, when it dominates our lives. There is a far better way to live.
Praise and thank God when you are successful. Thank Him for His good gifts. And be content. The
Apostle Paul writes in Philippians 4:11b, | have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. With
Elisha, Naaman and the Apostle Paul we can then say, “Go in peace.” Amen
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