Luke 7:36~50 Loving much vs Loving little. << 7:36~50> S1AIE ALE vs S AIE Ol ALES,

If we raise the question of... "what is the sole purpose of Christian life?" God's Word tells us that, it is to
live a life of love.

If fact, when we look at Mark 12:30~31, Jesus clearly tells us that, loving God and loving our neighbours is
the greatest commandment. This means we are to devote our life, involving God with all our heart and nd,
and loving and serving our neighbours. And when we also read from 1 John 4:11~12, John tells us that, "if
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another", and as we love one another, he further says in verse 12
that, it is a way of testifying of God's love. So, "love" (loving God and our neighbours) is vital to our
Christian life.

Then, the next important question is, what does it mean to love God, and how can we love him?

And in answer to this question, if we carefully read through today's passage, we see a lady who dearly loved
our Lord, Jesus. And we also see the reason why she so loved Jesus.

So, based on today's passage, we will explore what it means to love Jesus, and how we can love him.

e One woman approaching Jesus, and her humble dedication.
To briefly go through the context of today's passage, we see a Pharisee (whose name is Simon) invite Jesus
into his home to have a meal with him. And the impression of the text is that, Simon was curious about
Jesus, and that's probably why he invited Jesus into his home, to know more about Jesus.

fcl delAEQlo = SRet SH0| R et =08, d3 2 “Atgot= 200 et
CI-%I-Ll E|.
=0 g

OHtS 8 12:30~31 Z20IM Ol==EHM ZESHAIDIE, StLIE I Re2l2] 0|22 At o= 240 JtE
0 SLs B0l ZEotl, 0l RelJt 2 0t 2 Choll otLiE S AL GHH, f2l2
Olz= At Jt2dl 801= &= #0110k &= 20l L EP et M 4:11~12 2= 20T
“OofLIE 0] 01210/ RC/E AEIRES R/ 2 AZE AESIE X0/ P& oL et) &6t
—?—EIDF Nz MEE0l otle At X E SYote s Re -0l ESELICH A J[0

OtLIE 1t Ol 28 “AME”0tE &f 2, Sl elAE0 40l 2AXM 25 LICH

el ) S8t 220 JAsULCLotLIES MEBHH = 22 £ 2 20IotH, el HE N
otLIE 1t OIS Atdote &= & = USHK?

0l 20| &2 2= 220 LIEHH 8 01019 DS S Soff WAGHH SLICHL L2l 0] 01910]
LIEHH AL SoH, Ol4E S AFZES RAIR Rl 20| 291010, 22101 0] 01210] KI5 S
OES MZSIES #EX 2 SLIC

el s dW= 0l R 25S 4HSCZ2, i=Ed S MEE2 AMEL 250 HE N otH
=== MEE = UK 24HEH &LICH

o Oi==EM Coot= 8 ¢ 2l, el 0l 6elel éﬁ
s == S 2ol A4HEH, AlZ20[2t= 8 dieIMel0l i=ES NI E2=2
ZUELICHL 22 Jt=20 LPEHJE erat=2, Al=0l 01|*'a'01| et I8 2=8 20, 12 &
O 2D floll I E2=2 =lst X &5 IEP



And verse 36~37 tell us that they were reclining at the table when they had the meal.
When it says they were "reclining", this means (as we saw from the picture in the children's talk), each
person would lie on their side, facing the table, with the body and feet angling away from the table.

In today's culture, reclining like that while eating may be considered rude. But in Jesus time, reclining was
the normal position for eating a meal on a special occasion.

This means, it is likely that, the Pharisee was throwing a party and they were having a festive banquet kind
of meal. And when you have an event like that, it becomes a public event that attracts many crowds. And we
accordingly see an outsider, a woman approaching Jesus.

It's also interesting how Luke describes this woman in verse 37. He writes, "There was a woman in the city
who was a sinner." Her sin is not specified. Some commentators believe she could be a prostitute, but it is
not certain. But the important point here is that, when Luke describes her as a "sinner" her sin was quite
serious enough to gain a reputation in the town. And this is why her presence was causing great discomfort
for Simon, as we can see in verse 39.

As this woman, approaches Jesus, what's amazing to see from the passage, is the level of thankfulness,
humility and devotion that are revealed through her actions.

Luke describes the woman's actions in great detail, where every move she makes is presented. So, in verse
38, we see her actions of weeping, wiping, kissing and anointing are highlighted. And all these actions well
reveals her devotion, humility and gratitude towards Jesus.
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So, when Luke first writes that she was "weeping", what's interesting about this word "weeping" is that, the
Greek term used to describe her weeping is also used to describe rain showers.

This means as she weeps, she wasn't shedding a few tears, but she was sobbing like a rain shower!

So, this really shows the great level of gratitude and appreciation that she was feeling towards Jesus.

And continue to see her appreciation towards Jesus in her following actions, where she wiped and kissed
Jesus' feet.

Now, when Luke says, she wiped Jesus' feet. She wasn't simply wiping Jesus' feet to wipe off the tears. But
we can have a deeper meaning of her action, when we understand the cultural background of that time.

In Jesus' time, when a guest visits your place, the host would normally provide the service of washing the
feet of the guest. This was mainly because, the footpath was muddy and dusty (they didn't have a nice
concrete footpath like we have now), and this meant their feet would quickly become dirty, as they were
especially wearing open shoes like sandals.

In light of this cultural background, the fact that she wiped and kissed Jesus' feet well reveals her great
humility. This is because, in Jesus' time, the feet were considered the most shameful parts of the body. And
therefore, it was usually the duty of the slaves to wash the feet of the guest. One interesting finding was that,
there was a hierarchy or rank among the slaves, and washing the feet was the responsibility of the lowest
slave. And this is why, when Jesus was trying to wash the feet of his disciples in John chapter 13, Peter
strongly refused Jesus to wash his feet.

So, as she comes before Jesus, weeping, and wiping the feet of Jesus. This reveals her great humility (her
lowly position) before Jesus.
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4
And when she kissed the feet of Jesus, this also shows her affection and gratitude towards Jesus...This is
because the Greek verb used for kiss here, is more intense form of the verb that was used to describe the kiss
of the father, at the return of the prodigal son. So, if you look at Luke 15:20 for example, as the lost son,
returns to the father, the father embraces and kisses his son with great joy. And when Luke tells us that this
woman "kissed" the feet of Jesus, more intense form of the verb was used to describe this kiss. This means
the woman is kissing the feet of Jesus, with greater joy than finding the lost son.

And we further see that, her affection and gratitude towards Jesus, also lead to great material dedication. So,
at the end of verse 38, Luke says she anointed Jesus' feet with the ointment.

And from Mark 14, which describes a similar incident, we learn that the jar of ointment is worth more than
300 denarii. Considering that, a labourer's daily wage was 1 denarii, and this means, the ointment is worth
more than 300 days of wage.

So, here, through her actions of weeping, wiping, kissing and anointing, we see good examples of what it
means to love Jesus. And it is about humbly committing oneself to Him, with great joy and gratitude.

e The question of "how."
Now, the important question here is... as we see the practical pictures of loving Jesus, what led her to love
Jesus in such a way? How can we love and dedicate our life to him like the woman did?

We see the answer to this question through the illustration that Jesus uses. And through this illustration,
Jesus makes it very clear that, it is in response to God's forgiving grace that she was able to love Jesus.
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5
From verse 41 Jesus brings the story of two debtors. The difference between the two debtors is the amount
of debt they have. So Jesus says, one had a debt of 500 denarii and the other person had 50 denarii.
I have mentioned that one denarius worth a labourer's daily wage. So 500 denarii would roughly equal to 1
and half years of wage, and 50 denarii would worth one and half month. And through this comparison, Jesus
is making the clear point that, the larger the debt is, the larger the gratitude and love that emerges in the
response.

So, through this illustration, Jesus is telling us that, the larger the debt that is forgiven, the larger the
gratitude and love that emerges in the response.

The most common debts that people have in today's society are perhaps, mortgage and car loan. People have
a few hundred thousand dollars of debt as their mortgage, and 20~30 thousand dollars of debt as a car loan.
And you would be in greater joy and gratitude if someone paid off your mortgage than your car loan because
it is a far greater debt!

And this point becomes more evident through the comparison that Jesus makes between the Pharisee and the
woman. So, in verse 39, by describing the woman as a sinner, we can see Simon drawing a line between
himself and her. (He is saying like, I am not like that sinner!). And perhaps, just like other Pharisees at that
time, he believed that, it is through one's hard work and effort that a person can be saved and stand holy
before God. And since a person is saved by the work, he didn't see the need for God's grace that saves a
sinner according to his unconditional love.

Whereas we see a woman, who realizes she is a great sinner before God, and how helpless she is before the
problem of sin. And therefore, she runs to Jesus, who alone is able to save her, in his rich mercy and

grace. And as she enjoys this amazing grace for unworthy sinners, this as a result, lead her to a greater
commitment and love towards God!
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And this becomes very visible as Jesus draws a sharp comparison between the woman and the Pharisee.
From verse 44 to 46, we can see Jesus is making this comparison, where he say...

While the Pharisee gave no water for Jesus' feet, she has wet and wiped Jesus' feet.

While the Pharisee gave no kiss, she gave her kiss to Jesus' feet.

While the Pharisee did not anoint Jesus with the oil, she anointed Jesus with the oil!

So again, we see a simple yet fundamental principle of Christian life: the more we realize God's loving
grace, the more it will lead us into a greater commitment and love.

Too often, we understand our Christian work and commitment as a means to an end, and we understand it as
a way to achieve our merit. But through God's Word, we clearly see that, our work and commitment is the
result, not the means. In other words, we don't do our Christian work as a mean to achieve salvation, but it is
a result, it is a natural fruit of God's grace.

So, if your life is not showing any Christian commitment, it is not simply a matter of your lack of
determination and plan. But it is more profoundly about, whether you are in God's grace or not. So, if you
are particularly concerned about your Christian life being lack of commitment and love. I encourage you to
come and see God's grace, which is revealed through Christ for unworthy sinners. And it is this grace that
transforms us, and leads us to bear the fruit.

Today's passage also highlights that it is only through Jesus we can enjoy God's forgiving grace!
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If we look at verse 48 to 49, when Jesus says to the woman that "your sins are forgiven", this really shocked the
people around the table. So they say in verse 49 that, "Who is this, who even forgives sins?" (They were like saying...
how is it that he can forgive the sins of people?). And they raised the question because they knew that only God could
forgive the sins of the people. So, when Jesus says, "Your sins are forgiven", it was like saying, "I can forgive sins
because I am God."

This reveals the divine nature of Jesus, who alone has the authority to forgive sin. And today's passage also reminds
us, how to receive this forgiveness. If you look at verse 50, Jesus says to the woman "Your faith has saved you". We
learn that it is only through faith in Jesus Christ, who humbled himself on the cross to pay the penalty of our sins, and
yet risen in glory, that we can receive pardon for our sins.

And today's passage also highlights one important aspect of this forgiveness. When Jesus says in verse 48 that, your
sins are forgiven. The Greek Word for "forgiven" is in the perfect tense. This means forgiveness is an act that has
already taken place in the past, with continuing validity into the future. In other words, this indicates a permanent state
of forgiveness, where her past, present and future sins are forgiven!

What an amazing grace this is! Despite our weakness and our ongoing sin, our sins are wholly forgiven, and we can
stand before our Holy God, holy and blameless!

And this, of course, does not mean that, we can continue to indulge in our sin. Some people think that, since all my
sins are forgiven, I can now live whatever I want, and they continue to indulge in their sin. So, they understand God's
forgiving grace as having a licence to sin. But we cannot say this is the proper way of responding to God's

grace. When we truly realize that our sins are wholly forgiven, and we can stand before God holy and blameless
despite our ongoing weakness and sin. This will humble us! We will be greatly humbled before His grace and grace
will transform our heart to pursue God's will and His holiness!
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e Defining and understanding God's love
As we come to the conclusion of today's message. The question for all of us here is... have we experienced
this love of God that is in Jesus?

When we try to understand and define God's love, the problem we face is...we often understand according
to our own desire and greed: We often says... I know God loves me, when he allows me to have a good and
easy life. I know God loves me when I have a good job and make good money.

But through today's passage, we see the profound way of God's loving. And that is Christ came for the
sinners and by forgiving the sins of the unworthy sinners through Christ, God has indeed revealed his
amazing love and grace!

So, if you yet, do not know and experienced God's loving grace, I invite you to come and see what Christ
has done for you and me, and abide in His love. And when we abide in His love, we can commit our lives to
loving God and others.

Just quickly share my personal reflection on today's passage... I was reading through 1 John 4, in my
morning devotion, and I was struck by verse 12. Verse 12 says that God is not visible, but his presence is
made visible when we love each other.

This passage really talks about our duty, our responsibility to love one another. Then the dilemma here for
me was, how can I love another while my heart is full of greed, jealousy and selfishness? We are so used to
love superficially, and is it even possible to genuinely love others?

- St Ao O

OlM €W E Ot=Fclotd 2 W, st &2 =25 ot Ot=Fclotd &Lt Ol d2lAk
CHOlA B 2 AL = 0 AtgE F2ld HAIEIR?

St otttE el At = Ololiot ) HClotd & M K2t 3 Bl= & += otLiE AtE=E 22l8
S0 220 ek Z2oted &0l A>SLICH-Rel= ZoIIE "StUHENAM LI &0 BHet 4 S
20 otAIH StLHE A LhE At OtAl= HOF- LIOIH E2 ANE S FAlL, E2 == EH otAlH
otLtE 0l LES Argtot= H0F 2tl) 2L

dell Rele s 22 S S 0 2282 otltE Al 252 SLILL Ol= H=E N M=
Xels 20| fiol LECH=E AFAO0IH. delAE CHUlA Kt 8l= XIS EMotAI LD

TS LE 119 =ctE Atg U 26l E AU ATE AFELICH

|
=
x
2
S
=
B
Rl
Ol

Ol b= GHLIE Ol AtRES RIBSHAI R6HAI 201 HIAICH, @ Al X 2
SHA &tel Y2 BAID| BIZLICH D210 J2lAS QHOlA 2SS O Z46
= HIEILICH Rel0t QF 0] AFZ OOl HE [, Rel= stLE It el 0122

&0 &2 &= U= ALY LICH

=

M= OFE QT AlIZH0ll K8t 1 AE S8 S 4:12 82 250 2 =80 U0 HJSLICH 12 22
LHES QASHAE, IS ottE 0l 201X HUetE, K2t AZ AHZE 22 otLtg 2l &It

Coldltis 2sLILh

Ol 7E = Soll ALZOHO Gt elAZQeIo ASEH RE BEHME &HH
bk KA S ASLICH:- H&ES] L2 OtSille 2280 ADI2 S8 258
Olg A Atg e &= e A EBENH 2= Atg ety 2ot Atgots
L2 0l AtetCh= Al Jlsgh €102



9
And the answer to this dilemma from today's passage. It is impossible for us to love God and others with our
own accord and will. But we can only love others, when we abide in His love. As we abide in his love, we
can accordingly imitate his love.

So again, I courage you to see and enjoy God's love, which is found in God's forgiving grace. And
accordingly, commit our lives to loving God and others with humble, grateful and joyful hearts like the
woman in today's passage.
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