John 14:15-26. A Life Shaped by Jesus. 2 14:15~26, Q|5 Z O X 2

As you know, today is the last Sunday of the year 2025, and I have the privilege of sharing God’s Word on
this special day. I will also be preaching next Sunday, the first Sunday of the new year. So, as we look back
on the past year and welcome the new one, I thought it would be a good opportunity for us to reflect on our
lives and consider what it means to live the Christian life.

For this reason, I have prepared a short sermon series based on John’s Gospel, as I believe the
passages we will be looking at offer profound insight into what it means to live the Christian life. Over the
next two weeks, I will be preaching from chapters 14 and 15 of John’s Gospel, reflecting on what it means to
live our lives as Christians.

So, the big question before us is this: What does it mean to be a Christian? And what does it mean to
live the Christian life?

To begin exploring this question, I want us to turn to Matthew 7:21-22. There we see people who
clearly thought of themselves as Christians. In fact, they had done some quite impressive works in the name
of the Lord. They say, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons, and do many
mighty works in your name?”’

Yet, despite their strong conviction and impressive deeds, we are confronted with Jesus’ sobering
response. He says, “I never knew you; depart from me.” He also warns, “Not everyone who says to me,
‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father.”...

Here, we are given a sobering reminder that the Christian life is not simply about how we feel or
what our personal convictions may be, but also about discerning and following the will of the Lord.
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In other words, while we are saved by grace alone, we are also called to have our lives shaped according to
God’s good and pleasing will.

Then the question is this: What does it mean for us to follow God’s will? What does it actually look like for
our lives to be shaped according to His will? I believe that Jesus’ teaching in today’s passage provides a
clear answer to this question.

What we see in today’s passage is Jesus’ promise to send His Spirit. As we come to understand life in the
Spirit, we begin to see what it truly means for our lives to be shaped by Jesus and His pleasing will.

So, the big question we are going to explore in this morning’s message is: What does it mean for our lives to
be shaped by Jesus? In answering this question, I will focus on the following three points:

Firstly, having our lives shaped by Jesus is about enjoying personal fellowship with Him, being united with
Him. Secondly, it is about learning from Him and growing in our understanding of His teaching and His

truth. Thirdly and finally, it is about growing in obedience to His teaching as an expression of our love for
God.

Personal Encounter with Jesus.

Firstly, if we take a brief look at the context of today’s passage, we see that it is part of what is called the
“Farewell Discourse.” Jesus was about to be arrested and crucified, and before His departure, He was
preparing His disciples for life without His physical presence.

In this preparation, one of the key ideas is Jesus’ promise to send His Spirit to the disciples. As He makes
this promise, He also explains what it will mean for them to receive His Spirit after His ascension.
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So here, Jesus first explains that receiving His Spirit means He will dwell among His people. This means He
will be present with His people through the Spirit, and as a result, His people will be able to enjoy deep,
personal fellowship with Him.

Have look at verse 16 for example. He says... “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to
be with you forever.”

When Jesus says “another Helper,” He means that Jesus will send His Spirit to replace His physical presence
with them. So, although it may seem that Jesus is leaving His disciples in His death, this does not mean He
is abandoning them. Rather, He will continue to be present with them through His Spirit. And this idea is
further strengthened in verse 18, when Jesus says... “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you”

Then the important question is: what does it actually mean that Jesus will be with His people through His
Spirit? We see the answer to this question in verse 17, where Jesus says, “The Spirit will dwell with you, and
He will be in you.”

Here, when Jesus uses the word “dwell” this means, He will make His Permanent home in the believer, and
when he says “He will be in you”, He is essentially talking about our union with HIM.

So, in our union with Jesus, as He makes His presence known within us, this also means that we can have a
personal encounter with Him—person to person— entering into deep, personal fellowship with Him through
the Spirit. So, this is really the essential aspect of our Christian life, as we come to understand our life in the
Spirit.
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But the problem we often face in our Christian life is that sometimes we build our faith on empty formalism.
I mean, without personally knowing Jesus—who is with us and invites us into a personal relationship with
Him—we tend to focus only on external things.

To give you a brief example: when I was studying at PTC Sydney, I attended a lecture on church sacraments,
such as baptism. During the class, the lecturer gave us a question to think about. He asked, “If you are
serving as a minister, and a random person walks into your church—someone who isn’t committed to any
church at all—and asks you to baptize his newborn baby, would you do it?”

I couldn’t really understand the question. I mean, “If he isn’t committed to the life of any church, why would
he want his child to be baptized at all?”

As I raised this question, he explained that it comes from what is called “cultural Christianity” (which is
quite common in Western culture), where people identify as Christians mainly through family or cultural
traditions.

Like in this example, there are times when we try to understand and shape our Christian life based on
superficial, external things. We might think, “As long as I baptize my child, or as long as I maintain my
church membership, I am living as a Christian.”

And of course, all of these things are important. But if we focus only on what is on the surface, we may end
up missing the very essence—the heart—of the Christian life. From Jesus’ teaching, however, we discover
the profound meaning at the centre of the Christian life. It is about enjoying life in the Spirit, and it is about
enjoying personal fellowship with Him.
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And it is in this personal fellowship we enjoy with Jesus that our lives are truly changed—truly shaped
according to God’s pleasing will. And that is because the people around us, the people we meet and spend
time with, inevitably shape who we are. | mean, as we meet and spend time with others, we naturally absorb
their values and character, and as a result, it influences us and changes us.

This is the reason why we want to send our children to a good school: because we know the friends they
make will have a significant impact and help shape who they are. And a good school gives them a better
chance of being surrounded by good friends.

Likewise, as we follow Jesus and enjoy fellowship with Him, our values and character will begin to change,
reflecting His own. Consequently, our lives will be shaped according to God’s pleasing will.

So, as I conclude this part, [ want to leave you with a few questions to consider: As we seek to understand
our life in the Spirit, have you personally met Jesus, and are you enjoying a genuine, personal relationship
with Him? And as you do, is your life being transformed and shaped to reflect His character?

The Spirit points us to Jesus’ teaching.
As we enjoy personal fellowship with Jesus, today’s passage shows us that a life shaped by Him involves
learning from Him, understanding His truth, and growing in it.

So, as Jesus promises to send His Spirit, what is especially striking in today’s passage is how He explains
the specific role that His Spirit will play. Jesus tells us that His Spirit is the One who will enable us and
guide us to understand the truth.
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When we look at verse 17, for example, Jesus describes the Spirit as “the Spirit of truth.” In the context of
John’s Gospel, the word “truth” particularly refers to the truth revealed in the person and work of Jesus. So,
we see that, he is the Spirit who will testify about this person of Jesus.

When we also look at verse 20, Jesus says... “In that day, you will know that I am in my Father,”.

When Jesus says, “in that day,” He is clearly referring to the day they would receive the Spirit—on the day
of Pentecost. As a result of receiving the Spirit, Jesus says they will be able to know the truth about the
Father and the Son—that Jesus is in the Father.

So, we may ask, what is this truth about the Father and the Son? What does this unity between the Father
and Jesus mean?

When we seek to answer this question in the context of John’s Gospel, we see that it first highlights Jesus’
divine nature. In the unity they share, just as the Father is God, Jesus the Son is also fully God.

And it is also in this unity they share that Jesus was sent by the Father to reveal truth and grace.

When we look at the first chapter of John’s Gospel, this idea is really well introduced. Verse 1, for example,
says: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God!” When it says
the Word was with God, this highlights Jesus’ unity with the Father. It also highlights Jesus’ divine nature
by stating, “the Word was God.”
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Then, in verse 14, John goes on to write that it was this Son of God who was sent by the Father with the
purpose of revealing His grace and truth. So John writes, “The Word became flesh, and we have seen His
glory, full of grace and truth.”

So, in light of this understanding, when Jesus says, “In that day, you will know that I am in my Father,”
He is essentially saying: “I am the Son of God, who shares this great unity with the Father, and I was sent
by the Father to reveal God’s grace and truth.”

Accordingly, we see that although Jesus is God—deserving nothing less than the praise of the entire
universe—He humbled Himself by bearing the sin and shame of His people on the cross.

Through this Jesus, God has indeed revealed the way of salvation, and through Him we are able to see and
experience His grace and truth.

And Jesus tells us that it is only when we receive His Spirit that we are able to understand this profound
truth about Him and about God.

So here, we see the important role the Spirit plays in our Christian life: He points us to Jesus, helping us to
listen to and understand His teaching. So, when we understand our life in the Spirit, it’s essentially about
our lives being shaped by Jesus’ teaching - as we grow in our understanding of His grace and truth.

But the trouble we often face in our Christian life is that, when we try to understand the work of the Spirit,
we often focus only on supernatural signs. For example, as some of you might know, before I moved to
Melbourne, I lived in Sydney for about 18 years and had many Christian friends with a Pentecostal
background.
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I noticed that many of them understood the work of the Spirit primarily through supernatural signs. They
would say that something was “the work of the Spirit” only when someone spoke in tongues or performed a
healing miracle.

Now, I’m not saying that these aren’t the work of the Spirit—after all, God is a supernatural God who often
works beyond our logic and understanding. But one problem I’ve noticed with this kind of understanding
and practice is that the attention and praise often go to the person performing the miracle, rather than to
Jesus.

For example, imagine I’m at a large Christian conference and perform a great miracle, healing a person with
terminal cancer in the name of the Spirit. Suddenly, all the attention would be on me—I would become
famous, and people would flock to experience the same kind of miracle. In the end, it’s not Jesus, but me,
who receives all the attention and praise.

But the profound role of the Spirit we see from today’s passage is...He points us to Jesus. He points us to
His teaching. And He opens our hearts and eyes to receive and understand Jesus’ teaching.

So, if you have received Jesus into your heart as your Lord and Savior, let us thank God for the precious gift
of His Spirit, through whom we are able to embrace His teaching and accept Jesus as our only Lord and
Savior.

And let us continue to strive to enjoy this great blessing: Let us be diligent in reading His Word, taking His
teaching to heart, and allowing His teaching to shape our lives as we follow Him each day.
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Life shaped by loving obedience.

Now, we come to the third and final point. From today’s passage, we learn that having our life shaped by
Jesus means growing in obedience as an expression of our love for Him.

So, when we read through today’s passage, another important life principle that Jesus introduces is that...if
we are to love Jesus, that love must be displayed through our obedience.

In verse 15, for example, Jesus says... “If you love me, you will keep my commandments”
He again says in verse 21 that, “Whoever has my commandments and keep them, he is who loves me”
And in verse 23, Jesus again says... “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word.”

And this is really an important principle of love - we see from John’s Gospel. I mean, when we try to
understand and define what love is, we of think of love, merely as an abstract emotion. But in John’s Gospel,
love is always presented as something that leads to specific actions.

And I believe John 3:16 is a great example of this. It says..“For God so loved the world that, he GAVE his
only Son.” Here we see, God’s love towards His people, resulted in a specific action of sending His Son,
into the world, so that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

Likewise, when we love Jesus as a result of His loving grace, our love for Him does not merely remain an
emotion; it results in obediently following His teaching. And we learn that - it is this growing obedience that
further leads us to experience God’s greater love. Verse 23 for example says... “If anyone loves me, he will
keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him”
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Here, it almost sounds as though Jesus is setting a condition for us to be loved by God. It can sound as if
God will love us only when we first love Jesus and keep His word. If that were the case, then God’s love
would be conditional, and we would fall into the trap of legalism. But the actual meaning here, as many
commentators explain, is that Jesus is presenting obedience as an opportunity to experience God’s greater
love.

To give you an example, one of Jesus’ commandments is to love our neighbours. As God
unconditionally loved us first, Jesus likewise calls us to love others in the same way. Therefore, He even
calls us to love our enemies.

Now imagine you’re actually trying to obey that commandment by loving your enemy. You’ll soon
realise how difficult it is, and it can certainly feel almost impossible to love someone who seems so
undeserving.

Yet that very struggle can itself become an opportunity for us to reflect God’s amazing grace and
love. In our struggle to obey His commandments, we soon realise that it was God who first displayed this
kind of love by loving us while we were still His enemies. Thus, the struggle we face in our obedience can
actually become an opportunity to reflect on and delight in God’s loving grace toward undeserving sinners.

And we also eventually see that living in obedience is truly for our blessing and benefit. Often, we
may see obedience as a burden, but when we learn that our obedience becomes a greater opportunity to
enjoy His loving grace, we eventually realise that it is indeed for our blessing and benefit.

So, as I conclude this morning’s message, I hope it helps you understand what it means to live our
Christian life in the Spirit. And as we do so, I hope and pray that our Christian lives will be built and shaped
not merely by external actions, but profoundly by enjoying the rich and full life we share with Jesus.
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